A SECOND 


LETTER 
To a Gentleman Diſſenting from the 
CHURCH of ENGLAND; 
WHEREIN 
The great and popular Pleas of Diſſenters 
againſt Communion with the Church are 


refuted, and reflected back upon them- 
ſelves, 
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Happy is be that condemneth not bimſelf in that 
Thing which be alloweth. Rom. xiv. 22. 
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| 4 HERE == no greater 2 
_ propriety that I can perceive 
in introducing, a Letter than, 
a general Diſcourſe with, A Preface, | 
eſpecially a Tink r with a hor 
Preface, I ſhall no more ſcru ple to Ins 
troduce this, than I did = armer, 

in that Manner. The Title Page 
intimates, that it is both. defenſ ve and 
offenſive. In the defenſive Fart, where- 
in I undertake to vindicate the eſta- 

bliſh'd Chutch againſt the great and | 


Fer, Obj ections of Difſenters, I 1 
Fe om | am 


wv PREFACE. 


am generally brief, hat having alrea- 


dy been executed by much abler 


Pens, and particu larly, by the Lon- 


don Divines in the Collection of Caſes 
ana other Diſcourſes; i recouen Dif 
| eaters u the. Communion. of the Church 
of England, But in the other Part, 
wherein I rerort their ObjeQions, and 


© Of! 


flew "them as ſtrongly | conchifive 


: 


>> C2 (17 - 1 3 
againſt - [Communion with their un 


Clicks, 13 bave enlar ed more; 
few, I think, if a any, at, leaft, profe® 
aty, And i in a ſet Preatiſe, haying 
gone before me in that way. The 
murning 2 thus their Artillery upon heir 
od That, will be. allowed, I ſup- 
poſe, fair War, 4 juſtifiable and rea- 
ſonable T reatment of an Adverſary, 


and, perhaps, is the right way of 


ting thoſe we have to do with, 
| alhou oh, hitherto, in my humble 


Opi- 


PREFACE 


Writers. When we urge them with | 
Scripture, _—_ find my to * 
— wk Shift, to N 
ours with ſome Counter; reaſonings of 
their own, which however deceitful 
or inconcluſive, may paſs, and fatally 
impoſe upon the weak, or the unatten+ 
tive. But when they are plainly ſhewn 
to have in their Churches the fame Ble- 
miſhes or Defects with which they ups 
braid ours, and to do the fame Things, 
or Things tantamount with thoſe for 
which they proſeſs to withdraw them 
ſelves from its Communion, they muſt 
be very obſtinate and perverſe, if they 
are not mn and put en. 
to Silence. 


* 


It might vo 3 1 ones 
while to take ſome Pains upon this 


Argu- 


E EAS 


Argument, if it were only to embar- 
raſs them, and ſtop their Mouths, and 
keep them in timè to come, from at- 
tacking the Church with theſe; Ob- 
jections in ſo iriamphant : a Manner as 
they are wont to do. But I had a 
farther and more important View in it, 
namely, to ſet before them a plain Ar- 
gument: for Conformity, hich has,: hi- 
therto, been der title, f at all, pref” 
fed upon them. For if all our Churches 
are alike or equally faulty and defec< 
tive, why ſhould they make it a 
greater Difficulty to conform to the 
eſtabliſhed; than to any other? Nay, 
in this Caſe, it will be their Duty to 
conform rather to the Church eſtabliſh-. 
ed by Law, and the general National 
Religion, than in manifeſt Violation 
of all the Laws of Chriſtian Com- 


munion, to ue themſelves» to any 
nec 2nig'l pits > ſmall” 


9 — 
4 44 nd 
— 


* 
n 


 PRETACE. 1 
Fmall:'tolerated- Sett;/ forintd2and:/ier 
up in! open Rivalſhip and Oppoſition 


to it; and noi other Goddudctocan 
be eſteemed either National or * 


ſtian. 


I am very ſenſible, ſuch an Attempt 
as the preſent is liable to be conſtrued, 
as if it were a Charge of, and a De- 
ſign to. expoſe their want, gf Hogeſty 
and Sincerity. But there is no neceſ- 
fity for ſueh a Oonſtructipn.. Fam 
free to own, many of their Incon- 
ſiſtencies and Self-condemnations here 
diſcovered, and, perhaps, moſt of them, 
may be charitably accounted for by 

the want only of common Attention 
and Reflection. But if his Charge or 
Imputation be alſo eſteemed diſo- 
bliging, I can't help it. Thus much 
however, I can ſay, ſome Care has been 
taken 


vin PREFACE. 
taken tliat it might not be made 
eee, than hi is in 0, by 
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F 
* CONCERNING * 
The Popular Pleas of DisszNT ERS. | 


. & LTHOUGH I knew you too well to en- 
| tertain the /eaſt doubt of your taking in 
good Part my ſincere and well-meant En- 
deavours, in my former Letter, to ſerve you in your 
higheſt Intereſt, I yet found it a very ſenſible Plea- 
fure to be aſſured of it from yourſelf, And what 
added much to my Pleaſure, was, your free and in- 
genuous Confeſſion, that, tho" I was not ſo fortu- 

nate, as to give you entire Satisfaction in every Point 
I had occaſion to touch upon, yet I had done it in 
ſome, and, rticularly, had extorted from you 
your od Prejudice, which always hung about you, 
and you had been extremely fond of, to wit, that 
that Religion is to be always eſteemed beſt, the Pro- 
felſors of which are obſerved to live beſt, and to be 
moſt ſober, regular, and exemplary in their Conver- 
ſations. This, thought 1 to myſelf, is a very mate- 
rial Point gained; and I was ſanguine enough to 
expect you would have preſently declared for Cor- 
formity. But theſe Expectations were ſoon dampt, 
upon your further ſaying, that h the better Lives 
of Diſſenters bad greatly confirmed you in your Non- 
conformity, more, indeed, than you now perceive there 


was Reaſon for, they * bad bheeu the ſole ground 


2 A ſecond Letter concerning the 

or Reaſon of it; but that the Exceptions againſt Con- 
formity commonly urged by your Writers, by „ Indeed, 

they did not appear to you to prove it finful, yet ſremed 


weighty enough to determine you againſt it, eſpecially, 


when there were other Churches you might commu- 


tions, but that, if it could be ſhewn, the diſſenting 
Churches were really liable to the ſame, or the like 
Exceptions, and your Reaſons againſt Conformity to 
the eftabliſhed Church could be fairly thrown back upon 


your own, you ſhould then think it your Duty, in re- 


gard to the Peace of God's Church, to conform rather 
10 the national Eſtabliſhment, than to join with any 


ſeparate Congregation ; and that, in ſuch a Caſe," you 
would certainly do it. This Declaration raiſed me 


= and indeed 1s the thing which has Grawn a 


3 this ſecond Trouble. 

Is out, Sir, that ſome Thoughts I had vials 
liſhed Years ago, in three or four looſe Papers, 
might, in ſome Meaſure, anſwer the preſent Occa- 
fion, the Drift of thoſe Papers being to ſhew, in 
divers Particulars, that your Reaſons againſt Con- 
formity to the Church equally preſs upon yourſelves : 
But, as they were haſtily drawn up, for the Amuſe- 
ment of a Day, I ſhall not put them into your 
Hands, but take the Liberty, which, I think, I 
have a Right to do, and for your Sake, the Trou- 
ble, to digeſt them a-new, to make many Alterations, 
which, I hope, will not be for the worſe, as well as 
Additions to what was then publiſhed. And, upon 
a Review of the Thoughts which lie before me, I 
plainly foreſee, ſome of theſe will be fo large, that 
the Original Writing will be the leaſt Part by far, 
of what I now ſend you. I hope they will not ſwell 
it to a Bulk, that may diſcourage you from going 
through with it. And leſt they ſhould, I promiſe 


to contract my Thoughts, as much as may be, con- 
ſiſtently 


nicate withal, which were not liable to thoſe Excep- 


| , 3 
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fiſtently with doing Juſtice to my Subject, and ſhall 
addreſs myſelf to the Buſineſs of it without more 
Ceremony. For by this Time, Sir, I ſhould hope, 
you are ſo well ſatisfied of the Cordiality of my 
Friendſhip and Eſteem for you, that a great deal of 
Form and Ceremony between us will be no longer 
What J have then to do is, in the firſt Place, to 
offer to your ſerious Conſideration, ſome Things by 
way of dire? Defence of the Church of England 
againſt your great and popular Objections; and, 
more particularly thoſe, which you was pleaſed to 
hint to me. And becauſe within the Compaſs I 
have propoſed to take, (eſpecially too having al- 
ready promiſed you all poſſible and convenient Con- 
ciſeneſs) there will hardly be room to fay all that 
might be properly and uſefully ſaid upon each Sub- 
ject, I ſhall avoid, as much as may be, (tho? it 
may not be always convenient, for good old Argu- 
ments are not the worſe for wearing) trite Things, 
and ſuch as you every where meet with; which, I 
hope, however, will not betray me (tho' I am well 
aware, that is but too natural) to take up with 
Things that are leſs ſolid. And, left I ſhould be 
thought to fail in this Attempt, that is, not be able 
to ſhew, 7% your Satisfaction, that all your Objecti- 
ons to the Church are weak and groundleſs, or not 
weighty enough to juſtify your withdrawing from 
its Communion, I will try, under each Head, to. 
ſhew, as a Succedaneum, that the Objection, ſup- 
poſing there be any Strength in it, is-equally ſtrong 
againſt your ozwn Churches: And if I ſhould be ſo 
happy, as to make you ſenſible of this, which, I 
own, I have great Hopes of doing, (for you muſt, 
I ſhould think, of yourſelf, have been ſenſible of it, 
if you had only betbought yourſelf of making a few 
caſy and natural Reflections, upon waar; you Ber 
28810 fectly 
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fectly well know) you will then, I hope, give me 
Leave to claim the Performance of your Promiſe, 
of joining rather with the efabliſbed, than the di. 
ſenting Churches, both being found alike faulty, if 


either of them are ſo. 0 


In the Execution of the laſt mentioned Part, more 


eſpecially, of my Deſign, I am very ſenſible it will 
behove me to walk with a good deal of Warineſs 
and Circumſpection, not only becauſe my way is, 
in a manner untrodden, but alſo, becauſe I am to 
walk almoſt without Light. To be plainer, Sir, 


your Churches are ſo ſecret in all their Ways, that 


there is ſcarce any knowing what they are; but to 
find them out, we muſt grope and feel for them, as 
in the Dark. The Church of England acts herein 
more openly : Every Part of her Government, Diſ- 


cipline, and Worſhip is expoſed to the View, the 


Attacks and Inſults of her Adverſaries. They have 
the whole Book of Common Prayer, and Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments, and other Rites and Ce- 
remonies of the Church, with all the Rubrics, Pre- 
faces, Rules and Orders concerning the Service 
thereof, (nor excepting the Table to find Faſter for 
ever) all the Injunctions, Ordinances, Canons and 
Conſtitutions Ecclefiaſtical, and even the Common and 
Statute Law, ſo far as concerns Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters, to canvaſs and cavil at: While your Churches, 
having no common Rules of Diſcipline or Worſhip, 
which you hold yourſelves obliged to walk by, or, 
if you have any, not having made them public, 
and laid them before the World, for our Examina- 
tation and Diſcuſſion, cannot be eaſily attack*d upon 
thoſe Heads. And this, as I intimated before, 
makes the Taſk I have undertaken fo difficult; and 
indeed, is no ſmall Diſadvantage that moſt Writers 
on the Side of the Church lie under. Upon this 
Footing, I often think a Controverſy with you is 

ſome- 


— n — 8 
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ſomething like fighting with a Ghoſt, which has 
nothing one can level a Blow at, and make any Im- 
on upon. Hence it is that in our Controver- 
lies, the firſt Attack has been commonly from you, 
and «ve have been forced to be almoſt always on the 
defenſive Side; and this, I dare fay, has made many 
it is agreed between us, that the Order and 
Worſhip of your Churches is every way right z and 
the — Controverſy is, Whether thoſe of our 
Church are defenüible, or not: Whereas, if the 
Rules and Orders (in caſe you have any) or, for 
want of theſe, if but the As of your Churches, and 
your general Dealings with your People, nay, if 
only the Prayers that are offered up in all your Con- 
gregations, , tho* but on one Lord's Day in the Year, 
and the preciſe manner wherein the Sacraments are 
adminiſtred Among you, were but as public, and in 
every Body's Hands, as ours are, 1 am ready to 
think your Miniſters would have — — 
enough to defend ry on, and not much Leiſure 
to inſult our 
Theſe Things, Sir, concerning the Variety and 
Ditformity of your Ways, and the Difficulty of 
coming at any certain Knowledge of many of 
them, for want of public, authentic Rules and Ordi- 
nances about them, and, I add now, by reaſon of 
the general Shyneſs of your People of revealing and 
diſcloſing them to «s (for that, I aſſure you, is a 
Thing much taken Notice of) theſe Things, I ſay, 
I thought it proper to premiſe, that you might not 
expect from me a fuller and more complete Diſco- 
very of all your Ways and Practices, than you rea- 
ſonably ought, and that, if I ſhould miſtake any of 
them, I might be the more eafily forgiven, or my 
Correction be the more gentle. I will promiſe you 
to take (as well for the Sake of doing you Juſtice, 
a in regard to * as much Care as 1 
can 
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can, not to miſtake your Principles or Practices, or 
the State and Conſtitution of your Churches, and 
hope I ſhall not do it in any material Thing. And 

if my Diſcoveries thereof are few and deſective, 
(which, as I never have been in your Secret they are 
too like to be) I muſt crave, Sir, your own Aſſiſt- 
ance, who, to be ſure, can be no Stranger to any 
of the Ways of your own Churches, to ſupply what 

is wanting, And I flatter myſelf, that, between 1 
my own Obſervations and Reflections, and your mere 
certain and intimate Xi e of Things, we ſhall 
be able to make up ſuch Evidence, as will be to you 
ſatisfactory, entirely convince you of the Faultineſs 

of your own Churches, in thoſe very Things for 
which ours has been condemned by you, and give, 
in the End, ſuch an happy Determination to your 
Thoughts and Reſolutions, as may be for your own 
Peace, at the ſame Time it promotes that of God's 
holy Church. x . 

It is, Sir, you know, one of the favourite and 
fundamental Principles of the Diſſention, that, by 
the Rule and Order of the Goſpel, every Lay- 
chriſtian has a Right to chuſe his own Paſtor : They 

tend to maintain, that it is this Choice that con- 
{titutes the Relation between Paſtor and People; 
which, therefore without it, would be none at all. 
And hence it comes to be eſteemed a juſt Ground 
of Separation: So holds Dr. Owen, fo Mr, Baxter, 
and ſo an hundred more. The Inſufficiency of this 
Plea will be ſhewn by and by; and, in the mean 
while, I will only obſerve, that it is odious to be 
fuggeſted, becauſe it declares againſt Communion 
with all other Proteſtant eſtabliſhed Churches, as 
well as ours, even the Church of Scotland itſelf, 
where the vacant Churches are filled, as here, by 
their proper Patrons. | 

This divine and unalienable Right, as it is ſaid to 
be, is pretended to be founded, (1.) Upon certain 

Precepts, 
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| Precepts, Cautions or. Advices in the holy Serip- 
tures, which are thought to imply it : (2.) Upon 
ſome Inſtances wherein it 1s ſuppoſed to be uſed and 
exerciſed z and, (3.) Upon the plain Reaſon of the 
Thing. The firſt are ſuch as theſe Tate beed 
how you bear — Beware of falſe Propbets— Beware 
of the Contifion—— A Man that is an Heretick avoid — 
I beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which cauſe Di- 
viſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which 
ye have learnt, and avoid them. So then, becauſe 
Chriſtians are admoniſhed to remember, and make 
good Uſe of the Inſtructions they receive, that they 
may not fail of their due Effects, becauſe they are 
bid to beware of. the Wiles and Delufions, of Im- 
be who will come to them with mighty So” 
of Piety, and ſpecious Appearances of great Humi- 
lity and Lad an . bet ſuch as corrupt the 
Faith of the Goſpel, or make Schiſms in the Church, 
are to be avoided by the People; therefore they 
muſt have no Paſtors but of their own chuſing, and 
need not receive any, be they ever ſo orthodox and 
able, and behave themſelves ever ſo peaceably and 
inoffenſive in the Houſe of God, whom the King or 
Biſhop, or any Patron whatever, ſhall be legally . 
entitled to ſend to them. This, ſure, is no Argu- 
ment; and Scripture-evidence muſt run very low, 
when ſuch Evidence as this is taken up with. I 
have read, I ſuppoſe, thoſe Paſſages more than an 
hundred Times, without once thinking of the Right 
of each Congregation to chuſe its own Paſtor. And 
nov it is ſuggeſted I am not able, I own, to perceive 
any Sort of Connexion between them and it. Can 
you, Sir, think it a likely Thing, that our Lord 
and his Apoſtle had, in thoſe Cautions, any View 
to our Parochial or Congregational Elections? For 
my Part, I could be well enough content, and al- 

Baxter's Anſwer to Dean Stillingfleer's, Sc. p. 136. . 
mo 
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moſt wiſh they were to be taken in fuch a View: 

For what would the Cauſe of the Church loſe? What 

would that of the Diſſenſion gain by it? In that 

Caſe, the Choice would be limited to thoſe Who 

were ſound in the Faith, and in the Unity of the 
Church: And then, Sir, give me Leave to aſk, 

what would become of the Diſſenting Miniſters ? 

All Leaders, both in Hereſy and Schiſm, are de- 

clared unfit, unqualified Perfons, and utterly inda- 

pable of being choſen. The Faithful, far from per. 

"mitted to enter into any Paſtoral Relation to them, 
(much leſs preferably to others) are not permitted 

to have any Chriſtian Communion with them, 

| no, not ſo much as any intimate unneceſſary Ac- 
quaintance and Familiarity with them in common 

Life. And I wiſh the Miniſters, who are the un- i : 
happy Cauſes of ſuch woeful Diviſions and Offences, | 
| and you of the Laity both, (for it greatly concerns | 
| you) would lay this feriouſly to heart. 
| ta.) The Scripture Precedents and Examples in 1 
Support of the Right pretended to, are al 

with equal Futility and Impertinence. The Elec- 
tion or Call of Mattbias to the Apoſtolate, in the 
room of Judas, and the Share the People had (if 
indeed they had any) therein, and that of the ſeven 
Deacons, come not up to the Point. In the former 
Caſe, the Election was evidently made by God, nor 

was Matthias elected their Apoſtle, or had to them 

any Relation more than the other Apoſtles had, and 
much leſs ſuch as the Paſtors of particular Congre- 
gations now among us, have to their Flocks. And 

the ſame may be ſaid of the ſeven Deacons. They 
were but preſented, or recommended by the Bre- 
thren, as Men of honeft Report, and not that to 

the paſtoral Charge of ſo many Churches or Congre- 
gations, but to the Management of the common 


Stock. Theſe Inſtances, then, are by no Means 
pertinent 
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pertinent to, nor will affect the Merits of the Que- 
ftion now before us. And, indeed, in vain ſhall 
we look (as any one may well think) for Inſtances 
of Congregational Elections of their own peculiar 
Paſtors, in Scripture Times, and thoſe preſently 
ſucceeding, when every Body knows, the Chriſtian 
People were not diſtributed and cantoned into diſtinct 
- Pariſhes and ſeparate Congregations, each ſubjected 
to its own proper Paſtor, but were attended by the 
Clergy, either in common, or by Turns, or in ſuch 
other Order and Method, as the Biſhops, their 
Superiors, in their Prudence, ſhould appoint and 
direct. | | | 
But (3.) If Scripture Evidence fails us, and there 
be found there, no Proof of Right in the Chriſtian 
People to chuſe their own Paſtors, is there not, 1 
expect you will aſk, a great deal of Reaſon in the 
Thing? Has not every Man a Right, and is he 
not Bound, indeed, to take Care of his Soul? Sir, 
no body denies it. But we think, nevertheleſs, a 
Man ides very well for his Soul, who ſubmits 
himſelf to, who hears and regards with meek Heart, 
and pure Affection, the Inſtructions, and who de- 
voutly attends all the Adminiſtrations of an able and 
orthodox Miniſter, by whomſoever he be provided. 
It will be confeſſed, I ſuppoſe, that the King and 
Biſhops, the two Univerſities, the Lord High 
Chancellor, the Nobility and Gentry, who are our 
great Patrons, are more competent Judges of both 
the Abilities, and Orthodoxy of Clergymen, and of 
the Fitneſs of each for that particular Station, or 
Preferment he is deſigned for, than the common 
Run of Men, eſpecially the Vulgar (if indeed! theſe 
are to be diſtinguiſhed) whoſe greateſt Favourites, 
and moſt admired Miniſters are, generally, Men of 
more Sound than Solidity z neither can I fee any 
great Reaſon why we wy not expect, that Clergy- 
| men 
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men of regular, and exemplary Lives, ſhould be 
preferred by them, as that ſuch ſhould be choſen by 
the Populace. I obſerve indeed, Mr. Baxter, ar- 
guing againſt us upon this Head, ſays plainly. few 
of the Rich and great are good, but moſt of them 


vicious and profligate, and remarks thereupon, that 


all Things are apt to generate their like. Well! be 
it ſo; the Nobility and Gentry, we will, at preſent, 
ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, are too apt to prefer ſuch 
Clergymen, as are likeſt themſelves, and ſomewhat 


tainted with their Vices. Are not the Multitude, 


the low Vulgar (for ſo, I doubt, the Majority of 
moſt Congregations, Non-conformiſts as well as 
Conformiſts, may not improperly be called) apt 
alſo to do the like? No, ſays, Mr. Baxter, It is 


does, as Light, ſo reveal itſelf to buman Nature, that 
uſually moſt of thoſe who are loth to be holy themſelves 
would have a Saint, and an able Man for their Mi- 
niſter. To be ſure, he is right; but how comes it, 
then, about, that this is true only of Congregational 
Electors, but not of Patrons? What is the Matter, 
that theſe naturally generate their like, (if I may be 
pardoned from being fo free with his Expreſſion) 
and always affect to promote worthleſs Clergymen, 
while the other are altogether for Saints, and 
Scholars? I muſt deſire, Sir, the Nobility, and you 
of the Gentry, may have the Benefit of this Ob- 
ſervation, as well as the common People. I hope 

ou are as well, if not ſomewhat better entitled to 
it, Learning and great Worth, I ſhould think, 
would as ſoon, like Light, reveal itſelf to an Engliſb 
Nobleman, or Gentleman, as to a common Tradeſ- 
man or Mechanic : For it is not the Nature of this 
Light, to ſhew itſelf moſt to thoſe who are in the 
Dark. Thoſe who have generally a polite and li- 
beral Education, and may be preſumed to _ 
— Senſe 


known by Experience, that Learning and great Worth, 


. + - 
1 4&4 ”— r _ „ 2 


\ 
4 
4 
G 
'7 
1 


Popular Pleas of Diss ENTER. 11 
Senſe and Underſtanding correſponding with it, 
are as like, to my thinking, to diſcern real Worth, 
to be charmed with it, and reward it, as the more 
illiterate and uneducated. And methinks too, 
they would be as much, not to ſay more aſhamed 
of making an unworthy and ſcandalous Choices 
for ſuch a Choice will either diſcover they want 
Senſe to diſtinguiſh a worthy from an unworthy 
Clergyman, or elſe, that they are ſo abandoned 
as to prefer, knowingly, an unworthy one, 
which is a wilful and ſhameful betraying their 
ſacred Truſt, not very conſiſtent with nice Ho- 
nour; And the Shame of it too, will be al their 
own, whereas, the Shame of ſuch a Choice, when 
it comes to be divided amongſt a Multitude, is 7 
nothing. 

But ſuppoſe ſuch a Choice happens to be ads 
and a Clergyman, againſt whom there lies any 
juſt Exception, comes to be to a Par- 
ochial Cure of Souls, the Pariſhioners, there, are 
in no worſe Condition than their diſſenting Neigh- 
bours, when ſuch an one is choſen by the major 
Part of a Congregation, cree Ping Into it by In- 
trigue, as Dr. Calomy himſelf it ſometimes 
happens. Nay, indeed, they are in ſomewhat 
better, eſpecially below in the Country, becauſe they 
can reſort to ſome neighbouring Church better pro- 
vided for, with little Inconvenience, and often as 
conveniently as to their own, which. a Diſſenter 


* The Paſſage of Dr. Calamy referred to is in his Sermon, 
—— the Ordination of Mr. Fobn Munkley, p- 13. in theſe 

ords——[t cannot, indeed, be denied, but that, <vhere Perſon; 
have the free Choice of their own Paſtors, Fancy may often very 
much influence them in the fixing on one rather than another ; Intereſt 
alſo may ſometimes have a great Sway, and there maybe room for va- 
rious buriguet of defgning Men, W 
9 


* i * 9 * 1 


| SY 8 2 | 


12 A ſecond Letter concerning the 
cannot do, the Meetings there being thin ſpread, 
thoſe eſpecially of the ſame Sect and Denomination. 
Is he ſuſpected of Hereſy ? His Hereſy, ſo long as 
he keeps it to himſelf, will do them no Miſchief. 
Does he affect to ſpread it? That is giving them 
Notice to beware of him; and by the Help of 
Books and of other orthodox and pious Clergymen, 
to whom all who appear ſollicitouſly concerned for 
their Salvation will be welcome, may be ſecured 
from any harm he can do them. If he be profligate 
and immoral, in a notorious: degree, (a Caſe, 
however, I hope, rarely happening) any Pariſhioner, - 
or other, will highly deſerve Commendation, and 
hardly fail of it from all that are ſerious, if he en- 
dieavour to have him legally removed. And if he 
fail in his Attempt, (which in a plain Caſe, is not 
likely) he would be leſs to be blamed; if he ſhould 
afterwards, reſort, although conſtantly, to ſome 
other Church. If there be only ſome Faults and 
Blemiſhes in his Life, and it be not altogether ſo 
arreproachable as it ought to be, yet if he regularly 
| performs. the Offices of Religion, and duly admi- 
. niſters the holy Sacraments, (the Efficacy whereof 
does not depend upon the Worthineſs of the 
Miniſter) and laudably diſcharges the other Duties 
of his Function, and his Doctrine be true and good, 
he may be uſeful to them, and help them forward 
in the Way that leads to everlaſting Life. Don't 
be ſurprized, Sir, as if you thought 1 was advancing 
ſtrange Principles, in favour of vicious Clergymen. 
Not quite ſo frange, Sir, as you may imagine; for 
I can name you wiſe and good Men, and, among 
theſe, * ſome of the beſt of the old Puritans them- 


This is held by Mr. Samuel Hicron, Preachers Plea : By Mr. 


Anthony Burges, Treatiſe of Faith and Aſſurance, p. $03. Mr. 
Reiner, in his R efolution of the chin Wiebe FM 2 


tially neceſſary to a Miniſter of the Goſpel: By Mr. * — 
deen | | + ſelves 
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ſelves, who have faid and maintained the ſame 
thing ; that God gives miniſterial. Abzlities to 
who have not ſaving Grace —that.we laufulp 
attend upon the Miniſtry of thoſe SEES and 
Conver [ations are offenſive, if. their Dottrines be ſound 
and goad — ibat their Lives are no.guſt Plea for negle#- 
ing their Miniſtry, or avoiding tbeir Communion-—that 
God ſometimes makes Uſe of an.unregenetate Preacher to 
convert Souls, and that ſome godly Souls have canfelſed, 
that ſuch have been the Means of their Conver/ton. And 
in regard to others who are conſciongble. in 4hear 
Place, and of unblameable Life, yet of inferior 
Abilities, and but meanly qualified for the Miniſtry, 
they hold, that there are none, be they Exer ſo wiſe, 
4 may profit by. them, and that , their. Miniltry, 
therefore, is not to be forſaken. with Contempt... 1 
all theſe Caſes, the Souls of the People may be very 
ſafe, under their proper Miniſter, if they will but 
make Uſe of all the Aſſiſtances he can give them, 
with ſuch other Helps, as, in great Plenty, lie be- 
fore them, good Books, religious Diſcourſe ;and 
Conference, with Application, in Caſes of Doubt 
and Difficulty, to ſuch other Miniſters, as may be 
eſteemed abler, and more pious, who will doubtleſs, 
afford them free Acceſs, and give them their beſt 
Afliſtance, in all Matters concerning their Sal- 
I expect, Sir, you will tell me (for tis a popul; 
and captivating Argument, and is got, I — et 


- 


how, into every Body's Mouth) that one has, ſurely, 
as good Right to chuſe his own Fafer, to whom 
he commits the Care and Guidance of his Soul, as 
to chuſe his Lawyer; or Phyſician. with whom he 
intruſts his Body, or Efate. And yet, Sir, as you 
of the Grounds, Kc, p. 310.” Mr. Perkin, alſo in his Bugs 

Zin, Sermon; aud Mir Pemble on the A 
Grace, p. 125. hold the ſame thing. 

Cu know 
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know very well, Phyſicians, in many Places, are 
provided, neither by each Patient for himſelf, nor 
Gp the collective Body of the Society, nor the Ma- 
Jority of them, but either by the immediate Gover- 
nors thereof, or by the lick, while no Body 
dreams of any Incroachment upon their natural 
Rights, or any Kind of Hardſhip being put upon 
them. The Penſioners (for Example) of the Royal 
Hoſpitals of Greenwich: and Chelſea do not, I pre- 
ſume, complain, nor does, I believe, any Diſſenter 
in England think they have Reaſon to complain, of 
any Infringement of their natural Rights, by having 
-Pbyficians provided for them by the Government. 
Nor do the Patients in St. Thomas's, or St. Bart bo- 
lome tes think themſelves ill treated, becauſe their 
Phyſicians and 5 ret are not of their own chu/ing 
eſpecially having Liberty to call in the Aſſiſtance of 
any other in Cafes of Difficulty and Danger, as any 
Pariſhioner, in extraordinary Caſes, as under Doubts 
and Perplexities of Conſcience, for Example, may 
ſeek for paſtoral Inſtruction and Advice, wherever 
he pleaſes. Nor did our Fleets or Armies, as far 
as i have heard, ever mutiny on that Account. 
And as to Lawyers, though you may ordinarily 
_ employ whom you pleaſe to plead your Cauſe at the 
Bar, and to tranſact for you ſome other Matters, 
yet, in many Caſes one may eaſily name, they are 
provided for you and impoſed upon you. And par- 
ticularly, you muſt abide, tho? your whole Proper- 
ty, or even Life were at Stake, by ſuch Judges as 
the King's Majeſty ſhall appoint to diſtribute Juſtice 


in his Dominions. And this ſuggeſts a very plain 
Difference between the two Caſes of chuſing your 
Paſtors and chufing your Lawyers and Phyſicians, 
Lour Paſtors are your Guides and Governors, to 
» whom you owe Subjection in ſpiritual Things; and 
it is not, I think, quite ſo reaſonable to challenge 


to 


Popular Pleas of DissznTERs. 15 
to yourſelves the chuſing of theſe as of the other, 
who have no Authority over you, who are only to 
do for you one particular Service, and be paid for 
it, and. when that 1s done, have no farther Concern 
with you, Twenty Things more have been already 
ſaid by others, to ſhew the Difference, and to ex- 
pate the Flaws of this Reaſoning. - But my preſent 

ſineſs is not ſo much confuting, as repreſenting 
this Principle, ſhewing how it is held by You, and 
how notoriouſly, all the while, Ae and e 
aed in your own Practices 
It is well known, that the have not 
been always in the Sentiments — now profeſs 
about this matter. There was a time when they 
had no Notion of any Right every one had to chuſe 
his own Paſtor, but argued againſt-it juſt in the 
manner we now do. In their Jus Divinum Mini- 
ſterii Evangelici, this Poſition is laid down, that the 
Eleftion of a Miniſter does not belong, by divine Right, 
wholly and ſolely, to the major Part of every partt- 
cular Congregation. And they endeavour to ſup- 
port it, by examining the Texts of Scripture that 
were uſed to be then, and are nom brought for the 
contrary Opinion, and ſhewing hom they were miſ- 
underſtood, or miſapplied; and by an additional 
Conſideration of the Miſchiefs and Inconveniences of 
ſuch Congregational Elections: nor did your Inde- 
pendents, when they came into Power, aboliſh Pa- 
tronages, and reſtore the People to their pretended 
Right to chuſe their own Paſtors, or indeed ſhew - 
any. great Regard to their Deſires and Inclinations 
herein. Some, in the Days of Independency, in- 
ſtead of being choſen by the Pariſhioners, were in- 
ducted into — Livings by a Troop of Horſe. Af 
ter the Reſtoration, indeed, the Caſe was altered. 
The Church was, then, re-eſtabliſhed, and the 
conformable Clergy put into Poſſeſſion of the 


Living. 
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Livings. And then preſently might be heard a 
loud and general Cry of all the Se&s, your 
terians, Sir, as well others, for the Divine Right 


of the People to deſert their Pariſh Miniſters, and 


-. 


to have Paſtors of their own chuſing. And this 
Cry has been hitherto continued, nor will, I dare 


fay, ever ceaſe, unleſs they ſhould have an Oppor- 
tunity to ſeize again the public Churches and Reve- 
nues. And then, the former Doctrine and Poſition, 
in all likelihood, would be again taken up, that 
the Eleftion of Miniſters does not belong, by Divine 


Right, to the major Part of particular Congregations. | 


Such great and ſudden Variations, you muſt needs, 
Sir, confeſs, have an Appearance of ſetting your 
Principles to the Times, and State of Things, and 


give great Cauſe to ſuſpect, that you yourſelves have 


no mighty Notion, and are not half perſuaded of 
the Sacredneſs of the Right to chuſe your own Pal- 
tors, but that you maintain it, and bear it ſo high, 
becauſe it is convenient, ſuited to your Circumſtances 
and Situations, But this will — plainly, 


if we conſider the manifeſt Infractions and Viola- 
tions of it you are daily guilty of, and I am now go- 
ing to lay before you. K 


When any one of your Churches becomes vacant 
by the Death or Conformity of the Miniſter, or his 
being called to a more loving People, you, Sir, need 
not be told, the Way is, to fill it, as ſoon as may 
be, to prevent the Diſperſion of the Flock, that is 
to ſay, in other Words, to prevent their' chuſing. 
for their Paſtor, the Miniſter of the Pariſh, or fome 


other that is conformable, whom, during the Va- 


cancy, they may have a Fancy to hear, and happen 

to take a liking to. But then who are the Electors? 
In the lefler Country Congregations, where there ha 
to be one eminently ſuperior to all the reſt, it 
eaſily believed, he has the Choice of the Paſtor left 


| a to 
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w him, and it runs in my Head, You, Sir, had 
that Compliment paid you? In other Congre- 
gations, two or three, or half a dozen, we will 
ſay, leading Men and principal Subſcribers lay 
their Heads together, and pitch upon 2 for their 
future Paſtor, 4 the reſt, | 25 courſe, acquieſcing in 
him, And ſo theſe, in effect, and to al Purpoſes, 
are the Patrons of the — ah, or Preferment. In 
— and richer. Congregations there is often. a 
Competition. And who, in theſe Caſes, are the 
Electors? In ſome Churches, and, I ſuppoſe, in all of 
the Independent or Congregational Way, the Com- 
municauts, while the mere Auditors, who, it may 
be, are Nine in Ten, are excluded: And when 
their Suffrages have been admitted, it has been ſaid, 
none but the Men, nor all theſe indeed, have any 
Concern in the Election. Their Mives, their Sons, 
and-their Daughters, their Man-Servants, and their 
Maid-Servants, have had no Share in it, This, in 
my Opinion, is a little hard upon that Part of the 
Congregation. - But does the Word of God lay this 
Hardſhip upon them? Is. the Election of Paſtors. 
by the Scripture-Rule limited to NEED 
Or, if not to them, is it to the Males, the Houſbold- 
ers, or Subſcribers *? Where do we read any thing 
like bat? And as this Method of Election is 
not preſcribed or countenanced in God's Book, ſo 
neither is it agreeable to your own Principles, as 
they are taught and maintained in your own Books. 
For as they ſtand there, every one is to have the 
Choice of his Paſtor, who has a Soul to be com- 
mitted to his Charge. And have not theſe Souls, 
as well as their Huſbands, their Fathers, or their 
Maſters ? And as theſe are by far the greater Num- 
ber, were they allowed to have any Part in the 
Election, and to act freely in it, the Majority of 
Voices, *tis poſſible, might go another way. 
D Well! 
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Jing ? The far greater Part of the Congregation, 
nine in ten, or nineteen in twenty, as the Caſe may 
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Well! the Election is now over ; and how few can 


rly be ſaid to have a Paſtor of their own chu- 


happen, had no Share in it; and of thoſe who had, 
very nigh half, it may be, have a Paſtor forced up- 
on them by the reſt, one too, whom they did not 
only not cbuſe, but have been ſtruggling againſt, and 
doing all they could to ſet afide. And if thefe 


ſhould be ſo untractable and ſelf-willed, as to think 


of ſplitting the Congregation, in Favour. of the 
Gentleman they would have had, (which-has been 
ſometimes done, and, as one would think, upon 
your Principles, not a Word could be ſaid againſt 
it) they ſhall be fure to hear in both Ears of the 
Carnality of Religious Contention, and of the hemous 
Sin of cauſing Schiſms in the Church, and that they 
ought to be concluded by the Majority . which pon 
jour Principles, pardon me, good Sir, is juſt ſuch 


Nonſenſe, as if it were ſaid, that, if the major Part 


were to chuſe a Lawyer or Phyſician for the Con- 
egation, the Minority ought to acquieſce in their 
hoice, and hold themſelves bound ro make uſe of 


him, and of no other. | 
But let all this paſs ; and let us ſuppoſe he was 
duly, that is to ſay, unanimonſly choſen, and that 
not only by thoſe that are commonly eſteemed the 
rightful Electors, but by the whole Congregation 


that are of Age and Ability to judge, in ſome rea- 


ſonable manner, whom they had beſt commit the 
Care of their Souls to. And we will ſuppoſe he 
lives among them (for that is a common Caſe) 
Twenty, Thirty, or Forty Years. But then, alas ! 
One Generation cometh, and another goeth away; and 
by this time, all his Electors, or very nigh all, may 
be in their Graves. What is it now that conſtitutes 
the Relation between him and his preſent 2 
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and makes him a Paſtor to them, more truly than 
the Pariſh Miniſter is to others. that are _conform- 
able, and would: be to lem, if they would dn 
pleaſe to go to Church, and duly, attend on his Mi- 


niſtrations. 
for he is no Paſtor of their b 
a Paſtor to their pes nay or 20gh heir P 


in their Farms, or Shops. e 


Pal 


o Thee haue no mom 1 impoſe. 2 


or upon all that come 
tion has to impaſe one upon the [preſent [ 
of the Pariſh. In fine, chete is no way I. can ſee, 
conſiſtently with your Principles, to make him re- 


lated to them as their Paſtor, hut his making once 


in a while a formal Caſion of his Meeting. and being 
then, if it ſhall ſo happen, re-elested into it. 
In the next Place, Sir, I can't, underſtand, how 
the Conſtitution of a Church by a the explicite Cove- 
nant (the Conftitution-of- many of your Churches) 


is xeconciled with the Right of the, cople to chuſe 


their Paſtors, as they do their Lawyers or Phyſi- 
Clans. rk you will fay, this is very ſtrange ; 
for is not their Covenanting with their Paſtors to 
walk with hem in all Chriſtian,Ocdinances, accord- 
ing to God's Appointment, the very Uſe and Exer- 

ciſe of ſuch a Right? I agree to it. 8 then, Sir, 
I defire to know, is not this Covenant underſtood 
ta be, ordinarily, for Life? And do you chuſe ydur 


Lawyers or Phyſicians /o.? Do you chuſe the/e,once 


for all, and bind yourſelves to them by a Covenant, 
in ſuch manner, that you can't leave them at plea- 
ſure, and when you think you have Cauſe ſor it? 
When you have AY your Paſtor, you may re- 
pent of ir, and ſometimes, perhaps, have Reaſon 
good to do ſo. But your Choice is made; and you 
are not at liberty to join yourſelves to another, un- 


leſs he, to whom you were Joined: before, ſhall re- 
D 2 leaſe 
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20 A ſecond Letter concerning the” 

leaſe you. And this plainly appears from à little 
Book, entitled, Heads of Agreement aſſented 10 by 
the United Minifters in and about London, formerly 
called Preſbyterian and Congregational. Where, Sir, 
be pleaſed to obſerve, they were formerly called 
Preſbyterian” and Congregational, - but were not 
thenceforward to be called fo. For theſe * 7 
Sticks being made one, they were neither Preſbyterian 
nor Congregational, but ſomething between. both, 
tho* in truth, a gr@t deal more Congregational than 
Preſbyterian, the Preſbyterians having, in a man- 
ner, gone over, and given up their Principles for 
the fake of Peace. I wiſh they would have done as 


much, they need not, I think, to have done more, 


in order to Peace and Union with the' Church of 
England. But this only by the Way. Let us come 
to the Point we were upon. Say the united Mini- 
ſters, J Viſible Pro feſſor joined to 4 particular 
Church ought to continue ftedfaſtly with the ſaid 
Church, and not forſate the Miniſtry and Ordinances 
there di ;/penſed, without an orderly feeking a Recom- 
mendation unto another Church. And if he attempt 
to join himſelf, without ſuch Recommendation, to 
another,” he ought not to be received. We ought 
not (ſay they) to admit any one to be a Member 
eur reſpective Congregations, that bas joined bim- 
elf to another, without Endeavours of mutual Satis- 
faction of the Congregations concerned. It is not 
meant, as you, Sir, perhaps, in the Rectitude and 
Simplicity of your Heart, may imagine, that a Pro- 
2 joined, or in Communion with his Pariſh 
hurch, ought to continue ſtedfaſtly with the ſaid 
Church, and not forſake the Miniſtry and Ordinances 


there diſpenſed, and that, if he offer to join himſelf 


A Sermon ſo entitled, preach'd by Mr. Mead before the 
„F 


to 
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to a Diſſenting , he ought not to be 
there admitted, unleſs the Miniſter of the Pariſh be 
content and fatisfied therewith. No, Sir; Mes pe- 
riculo, P'll be anſwerable for them, that was none 
of their Meaning. His Pariſh Church he may leave 
as he pleaſes,” out of Will, or Humour, Levity, In- 
tereſt, Diſtaſte, or | any Motive whatever, and be 
readily received among them withotit aſking any 
Queſtions, without bringing, or ſeeking a Recom- 
mendation from his Pariſh: Miniſter. But when he 
has left his Pariſh Church, and is once joined to any 
Diſſenting Congregation, then Sir, but not beſore, 
it is a Sinful withdrawing, if he depart from that 
Congregation. without leave, or aſking leave, upon 
ſuch Motives. And whatever his Motives are, he 
cannot be received into any other Church, without 
a fair Recommendation from his former. They do 
indeed ſay, Such Recommendation ought to he given, 
when the Caſe of. the: Perſon apparently requires it. 
But who is to be Judge (he and his Church, you 
may be ſure, and nobody elſe) of that Apparency 2 
And he, for his Part, one may eaſily ſuppoſe, is 
too much intereſted in the Greatneſs of his 

gation, to be. over free of ſuch Favours. If one 
removes his Habitation to any great Diſtance, that 
is a Caſe that does apparently require it, and his 
Paſtor, as one would imagine, can't for ſhame, re- 
fuſe to diſmiſs him, and ſend him away in Peace. 
And yet, perchance, even in bis Caſe, it may be 
held right, not to diſmiſs him in haſte, or perhaps, 
at all, if there be thought any juſt and reaſonable 
Exception to the Paſtor, or Congregation, he is now 
betaking himſelf to. And in this Refuſal he is 
plainly countenanced, if not fully juſtiſied by Ch. 
28. of The Inſtitution of Churches and the Order ap- 
| pornted in them by Jeſus Chriſt, where, after declar- 


ing 1 — of any one's Departure; tis ** 
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be conſulting with the Church, or the Officer or Off- 
cers thereof, may peaceably depart from the Commu- 
mon of the Church, wherewtth be has walked to join 
himſelf with ſome other Church WHERE HE MAY 
ENJOY THE ORDINANCES IN THE PURITY OF 
THE SAME, A plain Intimation, that in caſe it be 
apprehended he cannot enjoy there all the Ordi- 
nances in their Purity, his Diſmiſſion may be juſtly 
refuſed. But as to the Plea of Diſtance of Habita- 
tion, if he ſtill reſide in any Part of Landon, or 
Weſtminſter, with their Suburbs, and the Borough, 
J doubt it will hardly, an any Caſe, be admitted. 
For in all likelihood, it will be ſaid, he may ſtill 
continue in the Communion of the Church where- 
unto he was joined, as hundreds are known to do 
from the moſt diſtant Parts of thoſe Places. See, 
Sir, now, what Difficulties a Man may be brought 
into by this unſcriptural Method, this crafty Inven- 
tian of a Church Covenant, how it deprives him of 
his Right, if not to chuſe auce, yet to diſiniß his 
Paſtor, when he ſees a Cauſe, and that, under the 
Shew of Liberty, it holds him in real Bondage. 
Sometimes, Sir, it happens that Gentlemen of 
Perſuaſion are poſſeſſed of the Advowſons ot 
Benefices appendant to their Manors, or Eſtates. 
How do they act, in the Diſpoſal of them, on any 
Vacancy? If they would act conſcientiouſſy, ac- 
cording to their Principles, they can do no other 
than leave the Matter to the Pariſh, preſenting ſuch 
Clerk as the Pariſhioners ſhall chuſe, or nominate. 
But I have not heard of any Inſtances of this Pro- 
ceeding. I ſuppoſe they do, upon ſuch Occaſions, 
like ſome other Patrons regarding private and per- 


ſonal Conſiderations, more than the rea good, or 


(which, at leaſt, we ought to expect from ibem) 
the Faucies and Inclinations of the People. I know, 


not, Sir, whether you are a Patron, having never 
> been, 
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been, as you may guek, ny inquiſitive after 
thoſe Matters. But a Relation of yours, as you very 
well know, has the alternate Right of Preſentation 
to a Rectoty in your Neighbourhood, and when 
he diſpoſed of it the laſt time it fell into his Hands, 
he never conſulted, or minded the Pariſhioners, but 
preſented a Gentleman after bis om liking : and 
yan nent of the general Diſcontent of 


—— thereats and how 2 then, 


to think, it would, upon 
found, chat ſuch Clergy 
by Diſſenters, are generally leſs, but, to be ſure, 
not more acceptable to their Pariſhioners, than 
others, 

„But their moſt ſcandalous Contravention. to their 
own Principles is in the Choice of City Lecturers, 
where they are ſometimes ſeen as buſy as other 
People, collecting and muſtering their Forces in 


behalf of a Gentleman whom they know not, nor ever 


intend to hear, and care not a chip for, and ſtriving 
by the weight of their Suffrages, to turm the Blec- 
tion in his Favour, and ſo force him upon the Pa» 
riſh, againſt the liking, as it may happen, of the 

far greater Part of his Avda, This is not very 
modeſt, no more than it would be in the Members 
of our Church to be ſeen thronging to a Meeting, 
to Vote in the Election of your Miniſters, But 
ſetting aſide the Immodeſty of the thing; it is ſuch 
an open, direct, immediate, bare · faced -Contradic« 
tion to their avowed Principles, as Diſlenters, that 
one would think it can't but be perceived by the 


meaneſt, or moſt unattentive of them, and muſt be 


accompanied with the Condemnation of their own 
Hearts. Their Miniſters teach them, and they, 


3 that the Salvation of Men o 
much 


— — — — . —— — — 
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much depends upon their liking of their Paſtor 

that he ought" to be of their own chuſing. Ter 
will they, if it be poſſible, impoſe Paſtors upon our - 
People, againſt their Liking and Inclination; as if 
they meant to hinder their Salvation. I wiſh their 

Miniſters would be pleaſed 'to teach them better, 

and admoniſh them not to intereft themſelves on 
_ theſe Occaſions, but to walk more charitably to- 

wards 4s, as well as act more conſiſtentiy with them- 

ſelves. Permit me to tell thoſe Gentiemen it would 
become them, and be much for their Credit to do 
fo. - We ſhould then ſay, This is fair! This is 

Boneſt ! This is conſiſtent! But if, ' inſtead of this, 

they let them go on, if not — them to fickle 
in theſe Affairs, they may be thought, perhaps, 

more attentive to their little Defigns, and Rutips 
Views, than to their Principles. In fine, if this | 1 
Practice continues, I am humbly of Opinion, it 
ought to be, by Law and Authority, prevented, 

by taking away a Right (if any they have) preju- 
dicial to the Church of England, and no way Va- 
luable, but rather Injurious to themſelves, inaſ- 
much as they cannot make conſcientiouſly, any uſe 

of it. 

Near a-kin with the foregoing there is another 
Reaſon many of you have for their Separation (but 
whether this, Sir, be one of yours, I am not certain) 
to wit, purer Ordinances, and better Ediſication. 
The public Worſhip of the eſtabliſh*d Church and 
the Inſtructions there given, are not, it ſeems, ſo 
pure and ſo edifying, as thoſe they find at Meeting. 
And they hold themſelves not only at Liberty, but 
indeed bound, to chuſe the pureſt Ordinances, and 
to ſit down under that Preaching, by which they 
think they can moſt profit. Of thoſe who leave the 
Communion of the Church for the Meeting on any 
Religious Account or Pretence, (for you mult, * 
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de ſenſible, ſome do it for Intereſt, or out of Pique 
and Diſtaſte, and other Motives equally 8 1 
am well ſatisfied there is hardly one in twenty, but 
do it, and will own they do it, chiefly, it not ſolely, 
. upon this Account. They have no ſeruples about 
the Lawfulneſs of our Communion, at leaſt at ib 
Time of their leaving us, whatever they may come 
to have afterwards, through the Induftry of their 
new Paſtors, and the conſtant Converſation of their 
new Friends, who will, doubtleſs, omit no Oppor- 
tunity to ſow, and carefully cultivate in their Minds, 
| — ſame Scruples and Prejudices they themſelves 
re poſſeſſed with. And of thoſe who have always 
| — in the diſſenting Way, Tam convinced there are 
not a few (divers there are, to my Knowledge) who 
will freely own they have nothing to ſay agarnſt the 
Church, but that *tis only for better Teaching,” that 
1 — do as they do, and continue in the Way they 
were put into. And they apprehend it is their Du- 
ty to do ſo. This is what they ſay, and your —4 
niſters ſeem to approve and praiſe their Saying. 
They ſeem to be unanimous in hi, that tis Nig 8 
to ſeparate” for greater Purity of Worſhip; and «+ 
don*c perceive they deny, but are willing enough to 
have it thought, that tis alſo right to ſeparate for 
more edifying Preaching. Edifying, ſays * one of 
them, is generally uſed for Inſtruting and Teaching 3 
and a Man is edified, when he improves in Spirituat 
Knowledpe, in Faith, in Love to God ana Men. © And this 
being (continues he, and, doubtleſs, agreeably to the 
Sentiments of the reſt) the greateſt thing a'Chriſtias 
has to look after, be is bound 10 uſe thoſe means be = 
finds moſt conducive thereunto. This is true or falſe, 
according as it is taken. If it be taken to mean 
that a Chriſtian is bound, in Love and Juſtice to his 
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26 A ſecond Letter concerning the | 
own Soul, to follow, and conſtantly adhere to-ſuck 
Teacher, as he apprehends to preach moſt Edifyingiy, 
ſo far as he may, conſiſtently with the Peace and 
common Edification of the Church of God, and the 
Duty he owes to it, this, I think, may be admitted as 
true and inconteſtable : But if it be taken to mean, 
as it muſt mean to be pertinent to his Purpoſe, that 
he is bound to adhere to ſuch Teacher for his own 
ivate Edification, and to. follow him beyond. the 
Pale of the Church, and at the Expence of its Edi- 
fication, Unity, and Peace, nothing can be falfer z 


and I may add, too, more abſurd, becauſe it ſup- 


poſes, that by means of committing a Sin, and ſtain- 
ing his Soul with. Guilt, he is edified and improved 
in Faith and Holineſs. And the Plea it contains 
for Separation is ſuch, as none would make who 


have any Notion of a Church, and of one Church, 


or the leaſt Senſe of any Obligation Chriſtians are 
under to preſerve the Unity thereof. 

We find, Sir, every now and then, your Mini- 
ſters valuing themſelves for being the Children and 
Followers of the old Puritans. I wiſh to God that 
they were. We ſhould not. then ſee them, as now 
we do, juſtifying and encouraging Separation, 
the ſole Account of let defefiive Ways of Wor his, 
and more edifying Preaching. For ſo did not the 
old Puritans, If they were really their Children, 
and Inheritors of their Principles, we ſhould have 
them daily, if not in our Pulpits, yet in our 
Churches, and. their People following their Exam- 

And if there were any obſtinately continuing 
in their Separation, we might expect to ſee * The 
Unreaſonableneſs of  Seperation, Separation ſelf-con- 
demned, A friendly T1 rial of the Grounds of Saber, 


Titles of Books written by the ol Nonconormiſ aint the 


Separatiſts « 2 . r 
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A grave and modeſt Confutation of the Separatiſis, and 
the Arraignment of Schijm, flowing from their Pens, 
as well as from thoſe of their' pretended Anceſtors. 
To be plain, Sir, they miſtake their Family: - It is 
not ſo good as they imagine. If they had any Fore- 
fathers among us, they muſt be the old Brownifs*, 
not the Puritans, their great Adverſaries and Op- 
ponents. The Brownifts were ral Separatiſss, but 
theſe not, Therefore they are their Fathers; and I 
am ſorry to ſay it, they even ſeem to have degenez 
rated from them, in Point of Eooſenefs of Princi- 
ple about Church- COmmunion. The Brotniſſs ſe- 
parated themſelves from the Church, becauſe it ſeems, 
in their Opinions, it had not the Eſſence, and, as 
the Word is, the conſtitutive Furm of a Church. 
Give them a Church rigktiy, in their Minds, for- 
med and conſtituted, and there is Reaſon to thin 
they would not have ſeparated from it, merely on 
ſuch Accounts as we are now fpeaking of. Will you . 
leaſe, Sir, to hear what they ſay in their Apology - 
36. None are to ate for Faults and Corse 
ruptions, which may and will fall out Men, 
even in true conſtituted Churches, but by due Order is 
ſeek the Redreſs thereof. And if not for Faults and 
Corruptions, then not, ſurely, for mere Defelts not - 
eſſential, or for a greater Purity of Admimſbranons, . 
7 ö 3 eiern dern £ IEA 


uli in his Difſuaſive from the Exzors of bu dme, p. 5B. 
calls the Independents, the Separatits Offipting,, * 


«« their Original - (ſays he). the Separatiis; wete. heir Fathers . 


% This is demonſtrable, not only by the Conlatiguinity of their 
« Tenents, the one having d all their chief Doctrines and 
Practices from the other, but alſo by deduction of their Pede- 
«« gree in this clear Line. Maſter Robin/on did derive his Way. 
to his ſeparate Congregation at Leyden; a part of them did ca: 

. it over to Phmouth in New Eng 


; here, Maſter Con did 

« take it up, and tranſmit it from thence to Maſter Thomas Ce. 

% win, who did help to propagate it to ſundry others in Od 

% England firſt, and after, to more in Holland, "till now by many 

0 * 
2 
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rellent and edifying Preaching. | 


It is not, Sir, very eafy to be des. it-is 


| that your Friends mean by leſs defective Ways of 


Worſhip, and purer Adminiſtrations than thoſe in the 
Church of England. As to Defects in our Wor- 
thip, Have we droppꝰd or mutilated any Ordinance 
of God? Have we not publick Prayers and Sup- 
plications to him for all needful Things? Do we not 
celebrate his Praiſes? Do we not read publickly t 
Holy Scriptures? Is not his pure Word preach'd 


And the Sacraments, are they not duly adminiſtred 


among us? If any Gofpel-Ordinance be wanting, let 
tbe, or will you, Sir, be pleaſed to name it.— And 
as to Purity of Ordinances, I knom not what it ſhould 


be, or conlift in, beſides 4 Conformity ts (the Inſti- 


tution...: And pray tell me, which of the Ordinances 


ot the Goſpel are here adminiſtred, in any ſuch . 


manner unconformable to, and diſagreeing with the 


Inſtitution, as can, in the leaſt, hinder: and obſtruct 


the Virtue and Efficacy thereof. Ido indeed ſuſpect 
you eſtimate the Purity of Ordinances and — — wh 


by the Paucity. of Rites and Ceremonies received 


mto them, and hold thoſe pureſt that haye none at 
all. By which Rule, your Churches (if you have 


2 | = Ceremonies, which, perhaps, at ſome other 


me I ſhall inquire into) muſt be eſteemed purer 


— the Apoſtolical, which had certainly ſome, ſuch 
the Kiſs of Prace, "uncovering the Heads of the 


v4. tes in divine Offices, in token of the natural Su- 
periority of that Sex, and veiling thoſe of the Wamen, 


in token of wer, Sachen and Cabordination 
po 1 
Suppoſing, Brie, ſome D. ets not e 
ſomeching wanting in our Church, that would be 
expedient and uſeful, or ſomething in it, not ſo well 


ordered as could be wiſhed, am very ſure that 
bas, en e 
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neither our bleſſed Saviour, nor his Evangeliſts, or 
Apoſtles, Peter, Paul, James, or Jobn, ever taught 
you, it was your Duty to renounce Communion 
with the Church on thoſe Accounts. St. Paul, par- 
ticularly, when he had Occaſion, in his Epiſtles, to 
take Notice of ſome canfiderable Irregularities and 


Ahbuſes which had crept into the Diſcipline and 


Worſhip of the Churches he writes to, gives no In- 
junction or Command, nor ſo much as drops the 
ſt Intimation of its being the Duty of all who 
would be accounted, faithful, to ſet up ſeparate and 
eſs defeftive Ways of Worſpip, and to'form them; 
ſelves into diſtinct and oppoſite Communions upon 
that footing. Hence I think it is pretty plain, he 
had no. Thought. of the great Duty. of Separation 
upon Account of greater Purity, or Jeſs defettrve 
Ways. of Wor ſhip. _ Nor let it be ſaid, we ourlelyes 
own the Truth and. Juſtneſs of this Principle, by 
dur own ſeparating, {or greater Purity of . Worſhip, 
N A of. Toupay 7 2 {oak vr, greater 
urity, proper) ing, but for Purity abſolute 
con el 1 - Words of that Gere 12 295 
idolatrous, and, therefore, quite impure, and down- 
right finful ; and when aurs cames to beſo, I vill 
freely allow you ta, go out from it, and do hereby en- 
gage. to go out of it too, myſelf, in Company withyou, 
As to more edifying Preaching, we are not igno- | 


- Fant what is theirs, and what ours is. But of this 
{ 


after the Apoſtle, very ju 


Whi 
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not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 
Miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to 
every Man. 1 have planted, Apollos watered: But God 
gave the Increaſe, So then, neither is be that. 
plantetb any thing, neither be that watereth, but . 
God that giveth the Increaſe. Here is a ſharp and 
ſevere Cenſure of their magnifying, and being puf- 

fed up for one Teacher againſt another, and zhaz, 
tho? he hitnſelf was one of the Parties ſo magnified,” 
and though, too, there was no actual Separation 

I of the other, with his Adherents in point of Church 

. Communion. And here we have, yoo, ſtrong 

1 Reaſoning and convincing Argument againſt it. 

* « Who am I, ſays he in effect, or who that . 

1 whom ſome of you ſo extol, as if he had led you 
Un further, and given you a deeper Inſight into the My: , 
N teries of the Goſpel, and ediſied you more, than I have 
done. We are but Servants and Inſtruments, by whom 

* the Doctrine of the Goſpel has been convey*d to you, 

wy whoſe Gifts, being from God alone, do not afford 
Fou the leaſt ground to attribute any thing to your 


open Schiſm, ſuch Teacher as he judges the moſt 
excellent and edifying? No, Sir, he was far from 
inculcating any ſuch Church-dividing, and Church- 
deſtroying Principle; for ſuch it plainly is; arid as 


* hs 
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1 eachers, I planted the Goſpel among you; A. 
4 le came after, and watered it. What then? 
© othing from hence can be aſcribed to either of us, 
3 Neither he, nor I have any Power to make it take 
K Root, and grow in your Hearts, Our Gifts, whe- 
BZ ther great or ſmall, in this reſpect are as nothing, 
#| but the Growth and Encreaſe is owing to God alone, 
= and to his Bleſſing upon his Ordinance.” Ts this 
= talking now like one who held it the Duty of every 
b Chriſtian to follow, though it were into actual and 
8 it has been exceedingly hurtful to our Church, fo, 
= Cer this, it would have utterly confounded your 
* 1 Churches 


wh 
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Churches, if your People had conſtantly purſued, 
and acted, in all things in Conſiſtency with it, and 

| win Miniſters had not taken (of which more by and 
by) wiſe Meaſures and priedent Precautions to provent 
_ Its operating among you, in ſo deſtructive a manner. 
10 make it appear, that your People are not true 
i this Principle, and act, in many Things, incon- 
ſiſtently with it, let it be remembred what it is. 
That, every Cbriſtian is bound to adhere to that way 
of Worſhip which is leaſt defetiive, and to that 
Teacher whom he judges moſt edifying,, is the Princi- 
| 185 Do they, now, follow this Principle in all 
. Few of them do, any further than while 
they have ſeparated themſelves 5 — the Church of 
_ England, by the 2 it. When that is done, 


| hy lay it *. uſeleſs, or as Dangerous in the Uſe. 
| ©; ing, as you do, you only chuſe, as it is your 
1 2 705 Lfeftivs Way of Worſhip, you plainly 

con 


is there are ſome Defects in your aum Way, 28 
well as ours, though not ſo great, or many. Now 
for the ſame Reaſon that you are bound to chuſe 8 
beſs defective Way of Worſvip,. you are, certainly, 
hound to chuſe one that has no Defetts at all. True, 
you will ſay, but ſuch an one is hardly to be found. 
I believe 2 too: That is, certainly, the very Truth 
of the Caſe, But if ſuch a Church is, at preſent, 
no where to be found, might it not be formed? 
Why ſhould not you, Sir, and ſuch others as are 
ſenſible of Defects in your own; Churches, divide 
yourſelves from the reſt who are fond of continuing 
them, and gathering together from all Parts, If 
there are not enough for the Purpoſe iſſuing: out of 
each Congregation, form yourſelves into a Church 
which ſhall be free from thoſe Defects at leaſt, if not 
from all other? And if all cannot agree in any one 
Form or Method of Divine Worſhip that ſhall be 
thought without. Defect, you may ſubdivide again 


« > 


- 
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and again, and af who are like minded in every Thing 
make up a /irtle Flock, to worſhip God in their 
own Way. I know, it will be ſaid, This is quite 
« Ridiculous and Abſurd ! This would be very In- 
«© convenient, and tends to endleſs Confuſion! . 
This would be doing like a certain New: England _ 
<<. Miniſter, of whom the Story goes, that he could 
c not bear the Defects of their Worſhip there, and 
« therefore for/ook'it, turned a kind of Szeker, and 
« at laſt could not find (good Man!) any Church 
<« upon Earth purified enough for him to communt- 
. cate Withal.? Well, that Gentleman may be 
ridiculed ; but, for all that, he was, @ perfettly con- 
ſiſtent Pr oteſtant Diſſenter : He did but act the true 
atticel' Part of his own Principle; and his Bre- 
thren in Old England muſt do the ſame, or elſe r, 
nounce the Principle upon which the . on 8 
England is forſaken. 0 | 
Thus, (for Example) in ſome of your . 
the Miniſter uſes. the Lord's Prayer; in others, bt: 
Moſt of you, tis like, approve of Singing David's 
Pſalms, but ſome may be poſſeſſed with Scru 
and think the SeFarian Objections, which Mr. 
ter ſpeaks of, againſt Singing them, of great Weight, 
at leaſt till they are Chriſtianixed, in ſome ſuch way 
as is done by Dr. Watts, and made more ſuitable to 
the Goſpel· State: In ſome again, I ſuppoſe,” they 
are ſung, the firſt Line only being rehearſed aloud, 
the Congregation going on, of themſelves, with the 
reſt ; in others, it is repeated Line by Line. Now, 
conſidering that it is not the Harmony of your Sen- 
timents and Principles about theſe Matters, but mere 
Proximity of Habitation, eſpecially in the Country, 
that brings you together to the ſame Meeting, it 
would be very marvellons, if! it ſhould tall out, . 


EE [+ Col cee, Bu rn 
L 2 all, 


* 
- 4 0 * n '-> . „ - 
— 2412 23 33 — — 1 ä nth 1 . he A oF . 1 7 

— 2 * _— — 5 * 4 F4 21 Pe * => * a 4, <P * — — — » 4's 
7 : _ 4 n. 1 — 5 - R * X *% P 2 n 8 
L / 0 T G - <P> * un I ** 1 23 * * , bh a 5 #* 2 | - 
* „ 42 3 C Y © - * * L c * E 4 * 
4 _ Pro's. 2 "wx *- " wy. 4 8 bs — 0 * ** 7 1 i 2. k "0-3 * e - i 4 - 
* ow . 2 r + 9-5 ya 7 Ae” Bud - , « \ gi _ ALES nel *% 7 ＋ 9 q * e * 
- » F . 5 yo «A -» * $05 bu * v4, { - * F ny wo * 1 MS... Tx 4 < "D . 
7 5 _ n bad * 44 A „ X 1 — EA 
* 9 BY N % 8 * pn — Py 7 d 5 C , 


Popular Pleas of DisszNR TER. 33 


_  Habitations in the ſame Pariſh or Neighbourhood, 
and who, therefore, aſſemble together, ſhould have 
the fame Sentiments concerning theſe Things. As 

you are well known to think differently about them, 

one Part; a greater or a leſs, in every Congregation, 
may be fairly ſuppoſed to think, that the repeating 


all, in every Place," whoſe Lot it is to have their © 


the Plalm Lad by Line is a Defet#, as it interrupts 


and ſpoils the Harmony; another Part, particularly 
thoſe that have not Pſalm Books, or cannot read, 
muſt ſurely think, the not repeating it ſo is more 
than a Defe#, a real Corruption, as it keeps them 
from knowing what is ſung, and joining in it, and 
is, therefore, contrary to Edification, And as to 
the Lord's Prayer, one Part of the Congregation is 
likely to think, the Miniſters not uſing it, is a 
Slight and Diſreſpect to it, and the other, that it. 

too much countenances Forms of Prayer, and tends - 
to the quenching of the Spirit. And yet we find, 
theſe Defects and Corruptions notwithſtanding,' you 

keep together, and have no Thought of ſeparating, 
and ＋* By. a leſs defttive 'Way of Ron; 
which, to be true to your Principles, any ern 

ſee you ought to do. 

There is as little Reaſon to believe chat your F Fear 
do, generally, follow what they think the moſt Ex- 
cellent and Edifying Preaching, as that they, gene- 
rally, adhere to what they eſteem the leaſt defettive 
Way of Worſhip. In the City, I gueſs, they are 
moſtly determined to embrace the Miniſtry of zbis 
or that Gentleman, by their Perſonal Knowledge of, 
Friendſhip with, or Relation to him, ſome particular 
Views and Intereſts, "Nearneſs of Habitation to his 
Meeting, and other Conſiderations of the like Na- 
ture. And though, now and then, they may be 
diſpoſed to follow the Preaching of ſome other Mi- 
niſter of more Excellent 1 5 and admired” Quali- 
* 
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fications, yet they content themſelves to fit down, 
ordinarily, under the Miniſtry. of their own. And, 
indeed, if it were otherwiſe, I am ready to-think, 
there would be fome half a Dozen, or ſuch a num- 
ber of Meetings, where the People would be 
throng'd to Death, while the reſt would remain al- 
moſt empty. Look into the Country, and there 
it will be plain, there are few or none but go to the 
neareſt and moſt convenient Meeting. But now, is 
it likely that all the Members of each Congregation, 
or the Bulk and Generality of them, do in their 
Conſciences think their own Paſtor more Edifying 
than any they know elſewhere? It would be a 
mighty Chance, and indeed a Miracle, if it were 
fo. Ne doubt of -it, there will be in the Neigh- 
bourhood, in one Place or other, whither they may 
refort every Lord's Day, ſome other Miniſter, 
hom great numbers of them can't but confeſs to 
be more Edifying than he who is now their Paſtor. 
And if there be, they will be obliged, I think, by 
their Principle, of tbe Duty of following the moſt 
Edifying Preacher, to reſort, ordinarily, to him, 
Or ſuppoſe, in their Neighbourhood, there be none 
eſteemed better than their own, yet if in their 
Journeys any whither, or when they have had Oc- 
caſion to repair to the famous City of London, they 
have chanced to find, among the learned Divines 
there, ſuch an one, in compariſon with whom their 
own Country Miniſter ſhall be, perhaps, eſteemed 
Nobody, I don't ſee how they can be excuſed from 
removing their Habitations into the City, or near it, 
that they may have the Benefit of his Miniſtry. 
This, I own, may be ſomewhat inconvenient and 
prejudicial to them in their Worldly Concerns z but 
no matter for that. It is not fit that leaving a good 
Farm, or well accuſtomed Shop, or forſaking either 
Brethren, or Siſters, or Father, or Mother, thould 


be put in Ballance againſt the Edification and Salva- 
lion of their Souls. "And if, for their own Pri 
and particular Edification, -they can diſpenſe wi 
themſelves to diſturb the Peace of the Churtb, and 


tear it in Pieces, I think they may well ſubmit to 
ſome Temporal Inconvenience, on the ſame” good 

Account. | A 0 th 
It was intimated before, that your Miniſters have 
taken ſome wiſe Meaſures and Precautions to hinder 
che Operation of zþis Principle to their ow? hurt, 
This is done by the Covenant before- mentioned, 
which your Independents, or Congregational Men, 
bring their People” into, to recerve_ Ibem for their 
Paſtors, and to walk conftantly with them in Chri- 
ftian Ordinances. I fometimes wonder within my- 
ſelf, that their People, who have ſo deeply imbibed 
this Notion, that their Salvation ſo much depends 
upon their having the met Edifying Teathing, ſhould 
be fo unreflecting and inconſiderate, as to fulfer 
themſelves to be drawn inta any Engagements of 
this Sort, and to pin thernſelyes down, perhaps for 
Life, to the Miniſtry of any one whatever. They 
ſhould have conſidered, there is a deal of De- 
licacy and Faftidiouſneſ5 in their Taſte of Preaching ;' 
and, therefore, that they could not be ſare, that, 
the firſt Reliſh being over, he will appear to em as 
Edifying as he does now ; or, however, that tllere 
is, in moſt, fach a Fickleneſs and Inclinationto' 
change, that they cannot be certain they ſhall like 
any, very long. And if they were fare they ſhould” 
always like him as well as they do at preſent, they” 
cannot be fare, but fome other Mmiſter may be 
found, or come into the Country, before” long, 
whom they may like ftitf better, and think more 
8 an he, and that they may then have up- 
on their Spirits a ſtrong Impulſe, and irtefiftible” 
Incitation to put themſelves under his Miniſtry, 
F 2 1 


36 4 ſecond Letter concerning the 


when they can't do it. They may humbly pray to 
be diſmiſſed, averring and proteſting, they have 
found a Gentleman by whom they can profit more, 
as polſibly they may twenty, one after another; 
for, as * Mr. Baxter obſerves, tþere may be twenty of 
Miniſters, one abler than another in their ſeveral 
Degrees : to ſay nothing of the Humours and Ca- 
prices of Men, which will make the Difference be- 
tween them appear ſtill greater. 1 ſay, they_may, 
y and plead for Diſmifſion, but their Plea is net 
like bros antes, They will, probably, be told, 
it is not allowed to be good, in the Churches ; and = 
be referr'd for this to The Inſtitution and the Orders | 
appointed in them by Jeſus Chriſt, where Sect. 28. 
they will read thus, Perſons that are joined in 
Church Fellowſhip ought not lightly, or without juſt 


Cauſe, to withdraw themſelves from the Communion 


of the Church, whereunto they are ſo joined ; and 
then, the juſt and weighty Cauſes for withdrawing, 
allowed to be ſuch in their Churches, are thus enu- 
merated, Nevertheleſs, where any Perſon cannot 
continue in any Church without his Sin, either for 
want of the Adminiſtration. of any Ordinance inſti- 
zuted by Chriſt, er by his being deprived of bis due 
Privileges, or compelled to any thing in Pradlice not 
- warranted by the Word, or in Caſe of Perſecution, or 
upon the Account of Conveniency of Habitation, be, 
conſulting with the Church or the Officer or Officers 
thereof, may peaceably depart. —Here, Sir, you ſee, 
and i bey, doubtleſs, will be bid to obſerve, 1s not 
a Syllable concerning departing, or being diſmiſſed, 
for better Edification. And as that-is a Caſe more 
likely to happen, and which, doubtleſs, does hap- 
pen ten times oftener than any of thoſe that are 
mentioned, we may be ſure it would have been men- 
tioned, and the fame Indulgence of 4 Peaceable n 
Deſence of the Cure, Part I. Page 85. 
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re would have been allowed in this as in the 
other Caſes, if the Reaſon for it had been eſteemed 


ſufficient. And then, in order to terrify them, 
they will, without Queſtion, be put in Mind of 
the Covenant of God, which they entred into before 


bim, and bis Holy Angels, and is recorded on big, 


to accept their preſent Paſtors, and to walk” — £5 


them in ſubjection to Chriſt's Appointment,” and 
what a Sin it would be, it, pa their own Fancy, 
Vill, or Humour, they ſhould break their Bond, and 
leave their Place. But to make them 
will, probably, be told, in Concluſion, andearneſtly 


deſired to conſider, that the Benefit: of Sermons 
the Gifts 


does not ſolely, or chiefly, depend upon 
and Accompliſhments of the — but on the 
Diſpoſitions of the Hearers, and the Bl 
of God, that, under the Miniſtry of their preſenc 
Paſtors, nothing is wanting that is requiſite to 


them to Salvation, and it they believe that, they 


may and - ought to be content, in Gonfieration of 


the Peace and Quiet, which all good Chriſtians 
ought to ſcek, and have a tender Regard to, and, 
of the Churches, Which 
muſt be diſſolved and broken in Pieces, if all were 


indeed, to the very Being 


to follow their Examples, and every Man to run 
from Miniſter to Miniſter, Church to Church, to 
find out, or under Pretext of having found out, 
better Means of Edification. - This Doctrine is very: 


likely to be delivered, and earneſtly inculcated, = 
ſuch 77 — and, if it were rightly applied, is 


true, however unſeemlyi it may appear in the Mouth 


of a Diſſenting Miniſter, who has been, perchance, 


at proper Times and Places, continually countenan- 
cing and encouraging, if not openly teachingy a 


ite contrary one, and owes, it may be, no incon- 


rable Part of his Congregation and Income to 
ä PCI EIN: #53) 0044 won: 5 
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- However, ſuppoſe the general Plea of better Edi - 
cation ſhould be allowed good; there may, yet, 
be Reaſon for not admitting it in any particular 
Caſe that may happen. Let it be remembered, as 
was obſerved above, that any Church Member is to | 
be peaceably diſmiſſed, wie the Caſe of the Perfon 
epparently requires it; and put, then, the Caſe, 
that the Queſtion is, whether a Member of Dr. 
Guiſe s Congregation (for Example) ſhall be allowed 
to depart, for better Edification, to Mr. Chandler 3, 
or vice verſa, one of Mr. Chandler's to Dr. Guiſe s. 
Now it may not be apparent to either of thoſe Mi- 
niſters, as it is to be before he is diſmiſſed, that this 
Perſon can edify better under the Miniſtry of the 
other. Dr. Guiſe may think it even impoſſible he 
ſhould profit more under Mr. Chandler's, and Mr. 
Chandler think it equally impoſſible he ſnould be better 
edified and inſtructed under Dr. Gui/e's Miniſtry, 
and bis Manner of Preaching Chrift, than his own. 
This Suppoſition will hardly be thought unreaſon- 
able by any one, into whoſe Hands the Books of 
theſe two Gentlemen againſt each other concerning 
the true Manner of Preaching Cbris ſhall happen to 
fall. And what is ſuppoſed fof theſe two, may be 
as well ſuppoſed of any other two, who may adhere 
as obſtinately to their reſpective Notions, and be as 
much divided in their Opinions and Sentiments 
about the Subject of bis Controverſy, as they were, 
And. then if either cannot, or will not be fatisfied, 
that any of their People may be better edified: by 
the other, they muſt be content, for what I can 
ſee, to keep to their preſent. Paſtor, reconcile-them-- 
_ ſelves to him, and make the beſt Uſe ern 
ſuch Inſtructions as he is able to give them. 
I will put an End to this tedious Argument, with 
briefly relating an Affair touching the Subject we 
are now upon, between a late ** 
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and one of the Members of his Congregation. And 
though the Affair be per ſonai, yet as it is public, and 
has been many Years in Print, and both Parties are 
now, in all Probability, dead and gone, I hope 1 
may do it without diſpleaſing. The Gentle 
Sir, was Dr. Williams, he, who by his Writings 
againſt the pernicious Principles of the Antinomians, 
which with great Violence and Impetuoſity were 
breaking in upon your Churches, reclaimed many, 
and gained to himſelf thereby much Credit; Which, 
though it may ſeem a Deviation from the Matter in 
hand to mention, I was willing to take notice of, 
that it may appear to you, I am always diſpoſed to 
give them their Due, and ready to acknowledge 
whatever Service they ſhall render to the Church of 
God. The Lady was a Widow, who had been 
ſolemnly joined to his Congregation by this Cove- 
nant; but upon ſome account or other, no matter 
what, became weary of his Miniſtry, and had a great 
Deſire to join herſelf to Mr. Shower's Congregation. 
And by ſome Expreſſions in his Letter to her, ſuch 
as her grieving bis Spirit, deſpifing ber Paſtor, aud 
weakening bis Hands, it ſhould ſeem her 
was for the ſake, or under the Pretence of better 
Edification. But was this allowed a ſufficient Ground 
for a Departure? Far from it. It is declared to 
be ſight, ſuch as Chriſt has 10 | where allowed, 
ſuch as no ſober Chriſtian ever leaves bis Paſtor upon, 
and ſbe could bave no Pleaſure in, upon 4 Death-bed, 
or at the Bar of Chriſt. He calls it her Sin, which 

be, in real Friendſhip” to ber, would prevent, and 
gives her to underſtand, be ſhould not omit public 
Proceedings, if ſhe was not reclaimed to ber: Duty, 
and that he was fure, were he to give Natice of ber 


' Separation, none would admit ber to the” Lord's. 


Table, "till fbe could prove ber Reaſons valid.” All 
the Uſe I am to make of this Narrative is only. 00 
. Cos 2 4 6 *. £ ſhew» 
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thew, by a remarkable Example, that the Plea of 
more. edifying Teaching for Separation is not ac= 
counted good by your own 'Miniſters among them- 
felves; unleſs'I ſhould further remark their Parti: 
ality (for I am loth to call it by any worſe Name) 
when a Departure from one of their Churches to 


another, tho' it be for better Edification, is made 


ſo mighty a Matter, and fo terrible a Sin, while a 


Departure from the eſtabliſhed Church to any one 


of their Churches is reckoned none at all, but rather 
indeed a Matter of ſecret Joy and Exultation, even 
tho*, too, it be notoriouſly known, that ſuch a De- 
parture was made for ſome woridly Intereſt, or from 
Pique and Diſtaſte, or only from "Wall and Wanton- 


ne /g. I go on now to ſome other Points in Dit- 


ference between us. 


In all the Writings, as well as Coomvenlapltpt, of . 


your Friends, there is a mighty Cry againſt the Im- 
Poſitions of the Church, as they love to call them. 


Great is the Magic of Sounds and Words; and they 


are very ſenſible of this, as plainly appears by the 
Terms which they conſtantly affect to uſe to denote 
ſuch Things in the Church as they are pleaſed to 
diſlike. I omit all the reſt, with which I fancy I 
could fill a Page, and keep to that I have juſt now 
mentioned, to wit, Eccleſiaſtical Inpaſitions. Theſe 

Impoſitions are only the Laws, Injunctions, or Cor» 


 ftitutions, whereby the Werſhip and Diſcipline of 
dur Church are regulated. And why then do we 


not hear as much of the Miſchief of 25 as we do 
of the Miſchief of Impoſitians? Why, the Reaſon 
is plain. Fhoſe Words have no ill Idea affixd to 


them; and People would wonder where is the 


mighty . Miſchief of Laws, Conſtitutions, and In- 
junctions; very harmleſs things, they would think, 

and what may be very «/eful and expedient, if the 
Governors * 22 Church have but Senſe enough to 
1 2 | 3 judge N 
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judge of Expediency and Uſefulneſs. But Impoſitions 
is a Term of ill Sound, and has an abborred Idea 
connected with it. And this is plainly the Reaſon 
that tis rung ſo continually in our Ears. And yet, 
after all, theſe miſchievous Impoſitions ſeem to be 
common to all Churches; nor can I frame to myſelf 
any Notion of a formed regular Society of Chriſti- 
ans, or of a worſhipping Aſſembly, without Ipo 
/itions of one kind or other. And ſurely, you, Sir, 
have yours, as well as the Church 8 1 yon ſhall 
plainly ſee by what follows. - | 

In ſeems as if Law, or Canon, or an Injun@iow 
from/ thoſe in Authority, ſome way or other ſigni- 
fied, always enters into, and makes Part of a D 
ſenter”s Idea of an Impoſition ; as tho? it were impoſ- 
ſible there could be any ſuch thing, where any 
Practice or Uſage is not bound upon Miniſter, or 
People, one of theſe ways. But, ſurely, this ia 
— and there may be an Impaſition, at leaſt 
upon the People. by the mere Will and Pleaſure of 
the officiating Miniſter. And to make this plain 
to the meaneſt Underſtanding, I will ſuppoſe the 
whole Conſtitution of the Church of England was 
diſſolved, that the Clergy were releaſed from all 
| Obligation to uſe the Common Prayer, and at full 
Liberty to modify the public Worſhip, each in his 
own Congregation, as he ſhould thin fit, but that 
they, nevertheleſs, were ſtill of the Mind to uſe the 
Book of Common Prayer with all the Rites and Ce- 
remonies thereof, juſt in the manner they now do. 
I would now aſk you, Sir, whether, in ſuch a Caſe, - 
our Impoſitions, and your Complaints of them would 
be at an end, and ceaſe, I am ſure you would ſay, 
Noz and that you of the Laity had, now, as much 
Reaſon for Complaint, as you had Zefore, that in- 
deed the. Clergy were caſed of all Impoſitions, by 
being left at Liberty to _ the public * 
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their own Way, yet the old. Impoſitions: were ſtill 
continued, if not by Law, yet, with equal Hard- 
Hip, by the mere Mill of the Clergy, upon the Peo- 
ple, every Rite and Ceremony of the Liturgy, being. 
noto, to them, a Term of Communion, as much as 
ever, excluding all whom Chriſt is ready to receiue, 
from Communion, unleſs they ſubmit to it. If this 
be the Caſe, as it evidently is, tis plain, that Law 
and Authority are not in the Notion,” nor have an 
thing to do in the Definition of an impoſition, 
conſequently, that there may be real eee 
where no Authority inforces them, but only the Will 
and Practice of their Miniſters bind them upon the 
People. And if fo, there may be, Sir, in your 
ſeparate Congregations, Impaſitions, as well as in 
the Eſtabliſn d Church. We will then ſee, if you 
pleaſe, in ſome Particulars, whether, * may. 
be, ſo there are not aZually ſuch, 

The Impoſition of ſet Forms of Prayer is one of 
the moſt grievous you complain of; when yet, at 
Bottom, you are not ſuch Enemies to it, as you 
ſeem to be. You know, the Directory was of your. 
own impoſing, and was impoſed too, with much 
greater Rigour, than the Common Prayer, as may 
be ſeen in ſome of the Ordinances of Parliament 
for putting it in Execution, What Authority it has 
not among you, you beſt know. You hold it not, 
I ſuppoſe, at this time an obliging Rule; but you 
ſeem, generally, to eſteem it a very good one, and, 

I gueſs, are pretty much guided and directed by it. 
And we are told by Dr. Calamy, in his Brief 01 | 
true Account of Proteſtant Diſſenters in England to 
his Divine in Germany, that the Examination and 
Ordination of. Miniſters, in particular, is managed 
according to the Rules laid down in it. Now the 
Directury is really a kind of a Form e Prayer. For 


it not _ direfts Miniſters how they ſhall act and 
behave 
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behave in all the Parts and Offices of public Wor- 
ſhip, but alſo ſuggeſts to them the very Matter and 
Subſtance of their Prayers and Exhortations, on 
every Occaſion, as well as furniſhes and puts into 
their Mouths juſt and fuitable ns. And 
fain, Sir, would I ſee a Reaſon, why the eſtabliſh- 


ung of that ſhould not be eſtermed às much an In- 


pofition, as the injoining the uſe of the Common 
Prayer is. 2 
After the Reſtoration, during the Memorable 
Savoy Conference, Mr. Baxter, that ready Writer 
compiled, in a few Weeks,” a new Liturgy, and with 
the other Commiſſioners on that fide, preſented an 
humble Petition (for fo, belike, it was called) that 
it might be received and impoſed, inſtead of the Li- 
turgy we have. And thoſe who may be ſuppoſed to 
know the Minds of the ejected Miniſters perfe&tly 
well, ſeem not to doubt, but, in Cafe it had been 
_ impoſed, moſt of them would have ſubmitted to the 
Impoſition, and taken to it very kindly— See now, 
Sir, what their Pretences of bearing their Teſtimony 
againſt all Impoſitions are come to! And aid not I 
true, that they were not, in their Hearts, ſuch de- 
termined and irreconcileable Enemies to the Tmpoſi- 
tion of ſet Forms of Prayer, as, ſometimes, they 
would appear to be? Let but a Form be of #beir 
own deviſing, and they will think it mighty righe 
it ſhould be impoſed upon the People, and mighty 
reaſonable the People ſhould ſubmit to it. 
But, indeed, praying in the extemporary way is 
really impoſing a Form of Prayer upon the Congre- 
gation. For ſuch a Prayer is really a Form to Them, 
as much as the Common Prayer would be, the firſt 
time they ſhould be preſent at it. And if they 
conſider the Thing, they will eaſily perceive, it is 
as much a Form the firſs Time as it will be ever after. 
The only Difference is, be \firſt Time it is a New 


G 2 Form 
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Form, and, afterwards, an Old. An extem 
Prayer, you'll ſay, is not impoſed upon the Mini- 


ſters. What then? *Tis impoſed bythe Miniſters ; 
and that's worſe. Though, after all, I don't ſee how 
it can be otherwiſe, but that the People muſt have 

a Form impoſed upon them by ſomebody, unleſs they 


could all agree about a Form among themſelves, 
either once for all, or every time they meet together, 
and then deliver it to the Minifter, to be, by him, 
preſented unto God. But then, do we not fee, 


that, in this Caſe, they would impoſe it = bim? 


When all is done, tis impoſſible, in the Nature of 
Things, but that, in all public and ſocial Prayer, 
a ſet Form muſt be impoſed by, and upon, ſome or 
other. With us, indeed, it is impoſed both upon 


Miniſter, and People; with yen upon the People 


only; and the Miniſters, the great Complainants 
of our Impoſitions, are, themſelves, the Impoſers. 
And while we have one conſtant and unvaried Form 
impoſed, which we can confider and examine, and 
before we offer it up to God, approve' of, which 


makes it in ſome Senſe our own, you have a thouſand: 


Forms impoſed upon you, a new one, if it be really 


new, and your Miniſters do not cheat you every 


time you go to Meeting, one, too, which you have 
no time to examine, but muſt join in, let it be what 
it will, fitting or unfitting, the Moment it comes 
out of his Mouth. | 

I am aware, Sir, there is great talk among 


in behalf of free Prayer, as you call it, that it ſe- 
cures Attention and Devotion, while Forms of 


Prayer produce Indifferency, Coldneſs, and Forma- 
lity of Spirit, But I am not of your Mind in re- 
gard to either. If by Attention you mean a cloſe 


Application of the Mind to the Matter, or the 
Language of the Prayer, for Example, canvaſſing, 


examining, exerciſing the Judgment about the Fu- 


neſs 
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neſs of it, watching for new Matter, or curious Ex- 
1 ſtriving to retain and lay them up in your 

emories, that you may afterw review, or, 
perhaps, uſe them; this ſort of Attention I would 
not have ſecured; becauſe it is evidently a Hinde- 
rance to another ſort of Attention, which alone one 
would defire to ſecure, to wit, a cloſe Application 
of the Mind to praying. For while the entire At- 
tention of the Mind is taken up, and the whole 
Force of it ſpent and waſted in theſe curious Diſ- 
quiſitions, Enquiries and Speculations concerning 
the Matter or Phraſeology of the Prayer, there will 
be no room for any ſuch Act or Operation of it as 
praying is, no Poſſibility of ſpeaking the Prayer to 
God, of Perſonally offering up to, and preſenting 
before him the ſeveral Requeſts and Supplications of 
it. And as to Devotion, that is neither promoted 
by all free Prayer, nor hindred by all Forms. Tou 
muſt be ſenſible, Sir, and I think you muſt know 
from your own Experience, there are ſome free 
Prayers which will cauſe an Indifferency and Cold- 
neſs of Spirit, if nothing worſe, at i hearing. 
And I can aſſure you, if you know it not already, 
there are ſome Forms, which one may uſe without 
Indi ſferency and Coldneſs, and indeed with a /vely 
Emotion of Spirit all one's Life long. In the antient 
Forms of the Church, and therefore in ours, which 
are moſtly antient, there is a Strength, an Energy, 
a Savour, an Unction, I know not what to call it, 
not to be found in the Compolition of modern 
Prayers, not even thoſe (begging the Pardon of 
the Compoſers) which are premeditated, and drawn 
up with Deliberation, and much leſs of others that 
are unpremeditated and extemporary. For Inſtance, 
the Te Deum of St. Ambroſe, which we, you know, - 
have received into our Liturgy. For'my own Part, 


j 
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of uſing 1 it, tired with it; and now, when I rehearſe 
it in the Church, am otherwiſe elevated, and af- 
fected with the noble Simplicity thereof, than I am 
fully perſuaded I ever ſhould be with the moſt trim, 


polite, or ſpirited Orations of your popular and ad- 


mired Minifters, and much leſs with the flatter or 

coarſer ones of many others. I may alſo inſtance 
in divers other Parts of our daily Service, and in 
the whole of the Communion Office, which ſome 
of yourſelves have allow'd to be admirable, and I 


will venture to ſay none can uſe, though he had 


uſed it before ever ſo often, with any Formality or 
Deadneſs of Spirit, unleſs he has a Heart ſo frozen, 
and utterly eſtranged from all Devotion, as to be 
incapable of being e up'to it by any means 
whatever. 


If it were, Sir, in the Nature of a Form, as ſuch; 7 


to cauſe a Coldneſs and Indifferency in the Uſe of 
it, all Forms, thoſe of Divine as well as of Human 
Compoſition, and therefore the Lord*s Prayer, 
would have that Effect. But will you preſume to 
fix that Imputation upon it? Or do. you find, by 
your own Experience, it is liable to, and deſerves 


it? When your Miniſters uſe that Prayer, conclud- 


ing their own with it (as ſome of them do) do you 
perceive your A/tention begin to Aacten, your De- 
- votion to abate, and Formality to creep 3 you, 
as ſoon as he enters upon it? 1 hope not. Indeed, 


I knew a Diſſenter, who, as ſoon as he perceived 
the Miniſter was concluding his own, and coming 


to the Lord's Prayer, was obſerved to be always 
feeling in his Pockets for his Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
and getting them ready to take down the Text and 
Sermon in Short-Hand- Writing. But this was a 
voluntary Coldneſs and Lukewarnmeſs towards it, 
a forced Diſreſpect to it, for Example, I ſuppoſe, 


to the reſt, a mere Aﬀettation, and I think 1 may 
take 
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take the Liberty to ſay, a very unbecoming one 
Don't you think, Sir, that, if his Prejudices —5 
the 4 of the Lord's Prayer, as a Prayer, had not 
hindered, he might have attended, to the end of it, 
with the ſame Devotion he did to the end of that of 
the Miniſter? Or do you think that he or you could 
not no read, or hear, or uſeo ther Scriptural Prayers 
and Confelions of Sin, ſuch as that of Daniel for 
his own. Sin, and the Sin of his People, with the 
ſame Attention and Devotion you once could, when 
you had not read or heard it ſo often, as you how 

ave? And when other Scriptures are read in mw 
Meetings, as ſometimes, I ſuppoſe, they are, are 
they the leſs attended to, or are they heard with the 
leſs Devotion, by yourſelf, or others, for your 
having been converſant therein from your. Youthy 
and now become familiarly acquainted with them? 
are thoſe Portions of Scripture with which you 
are Jeſs acquainted, more regarded, and reverently 
heard, and apt to affect you more, than ſuch Parts 
of it as are intimately and thoroughly known to you?! 
And do you alſo find yourſelf, or are your Congre- 
gations generally obſerved to be more fervent and 
devout at the Prayers, than at the Plalmody of the 
Church? I fancy, Sir, you will on, there is as 
great an Appearance of Devotion in this, as in that 
Part of your Worſhip, notwithſtanding this is car- 
ried on by well known Forms, ſuch as the People, 

y. are, before- hand, acquainted with, And 
if your Miniſters found or thought it otherwiſe, 
ſurely they would provide, as they eaſily might, 
againſt that Inconvenience. It might eaſihy be done, 
by making a vaſt Collection of Plalms and Hymns, 
which thould be in their own keeping, and giving 
them out to be ſung every Lord's Day, or every 
time of your aſſembling, taking care, however, 


that no one of them ſhould come over again oftner 
2 than, 


= 
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than once in de Tears, when it may be rs 


to be quite forgotten, and appear to the' Congrega- 
tion as new, as if it had been conceived that Morn- 
But as your Miniſters ſeem to have no thought 


of uſing this, or any other Expedient for preventing 


Indifferency and Formality in Singing, it may be 
fairly concluded they are not aware of any ſuch 
Danger, and have no Apprehenſion that the con- 
tinual treading one  conftant Road of Sentences, or 
track of Expreſſions has, in Pſalmody, any conſide- 
rable 7 to make your Spirits cold and flat, for- 
mal and indifferent in your Devotion. And if they 
think it has not, in P/almody, I can ſce no reaſon 
why they ſhould think it 54, jn Prayer. Then 


again, 1 perceive they have no general Exception . 


to precompoſed Forms in ſecret, or Family Devo- 
tion, nor 2 in Prayer, or Grace, as vy call it, 
before or after Meat, but do, themſelves; I preſume, 


the ſame Form, or with little Variation of Expreſ- 


fion, though they are very ſenſible, that Prayer 


and Thankſgiving, on theſe Occaſions, is much 


apter to run into Formality, and to be performed 


with a Slightneſs and Indifferency of Spirit, than 


on any other wWhatſoever. And this mighty Zeal 


againſt Forms, in behalf of free and conceived 
Prayer, in the Pulpit, while they are ſo indifferent 
about them, on ſome other Occaſions, where there 
is greater Danger of Indifferency and Luke warm- 


neſs, would make one think, or at leaſt, ſuſpect, it 


is not ſo much for increaſing the Devotion as the 
Numbers of their People, for making a diſplay of 
their Gifts, and /o drawing Diſciples after them. 


Nor does it appear to me there is more Reaſon 


in that other Pretence, that the ſeveral Diſpenſations 
of God's Providence, the various Changes and Al- 


terations in the Affairs of a Nation, or of a Perſon, 


requiling 


when they ſit down to eat, generally uſe one and 
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cannot be well provided: for in preſcribed Compalt» 
tions, but only in free Prayer. For theſe may» be 


cafily foreknoun, and proper «Prayers on Thank 
givings provided for. 8 ag is done, tblerably. 
_ in our Liturgys and in extraordinary Qanune» = 


8 Forms may be compoſed. on 
as is al „occaſionally, as you very w know, 
by the Archbiſk6ps and -Biſhops| of out Chürch. 


And as to particular Perſons, titeir Iufirmities a 
Sorrows, whether of Mind or Body, and their grate» - 
ful Acknowledgments of Relief and Comſart 
ceived under each of them, may: be ſulted h p. 


Forms, or temembted under latge and genetal 


Tou think, I ſuppoſe, a 
enough, but that the Particulanties of eh e 
Caſe ſhould be repteſented, dilplay'd, and pred 


But. Sir, 


before God, and the Congregatien. 


requiritg: ſuitable. Petitions and Acknowledgrnentsy - 


there's no Occaſion for iv; and ſometimes: When it 


has been done, it had been much! beter let alone, 
Stories go about of ſpecial Caſes having been parti- 


cularized and explicatcd, in fuck, manner, a has 


been juſtly eſteetn d ridiculous, and: verj N | 


the Congregation. And ſueh is: the 


ſome People's Judgment and Hiſeretion, thag ther 
may be eaſily believed. This, however, i cam, 


that ſet Ponds: be ſo framed as to compatt 
much better with extraordinary Caſes —— 
than free Prayer can with eommon and 


ones. A precompoſed Form may comprehend a vaſt 
Variety of Matter, and all the common Wants and 
Deſires of a Chriſtian may be collected and taken 


into itz which is impoſſible to be done in an extem- 


pPoraty and uppremeditated Prayer for that will on- 


tain nothing but what comes into the Man's Heart, , 
or Head, during the Time of Praying. +» And E 
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Mind the whole Matter of his Prayer; and means 
to take in all Things eee 
as well for the" Body as the Soul. he will be apr to 
ſorget many things when he comes to be engaged 
iin the Duty. And, accordingly, I doubt moſt of 
your Prayers are very barren of Matter, compared 
with" the Fullnefs of our Liturgy. | We pray there- 
in for all Kinds of Bleſſings, and deprecate all Sorts 
of Evil, fpiritual and temporal: We pray for Peace, 
Unity, and Concord to all Nations: We pray for our 
on Church and Nation, for the King's Majeſty, 
that he may be richly and plentecuſiy endued with all 
Heavenly Gifts, — he * live long in Health and 
Vraltb, overcome all his Enemies, govern his own 
Subjects quietly and godly, aud \finally attain ever- 
Lalling Felitity for himſelf: For his n ihe we 
aiſo pray, that they too may be ended = 
Heavenly Grace, proſpered here with all Happi 
And come hereafter to the Kingdom of God : * — 
High Court of Parliament, that all their Con ſulla- 
tions may be as well proſpered as direfed to the Ad- 
Vvuancement of Gd Glory, and the Welfare of the 
Kingdom; for all in Authority, that they may uſe 
the; Power that is committed to them for the mini- 
KAring of Justice indifferently and impartially, and 
or ibe Maintenance of Virtue and true Ret ion: For 
the Church univerſal, beſeeching that he 
would rule and govern it in the right Way, and con- 
\rimually inſpire it with the Spirit both of Truth and 
Concord, and that all who name the Name of Chrift 
may agree in ibe ruth of his holy Mord, and lie tc- 
gether in holy Love and godly Unity: For the Biſhops 
-and -all the Clergy, that God would pogr ben. 
tinuallyj upon them his Grace and Bleſſing, and 
MAuminate them with true Knowledge, that 5 their 
Doctrine bis true and lively Word may be. ſet = 
and exhibited, accordingly, in their own; Conver 


ations, We pray that all the Crafts and e 
| th 
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both of wicked Mex and Devils * the Church 

_ may be « dijperſed and broug to nought, that, 
hurt by 


erſecutions, b. may be evermor 
* — 2 ſerve him in it. We mints, — 50 
Daa upon all Te 
he would keep ſerve all who oe, 22 | 
r 1 2 or Water, the 
bouring with 51 the Sick, the Priſer, : tbe 
tive, - the Orphan, and the Widow, and Ts 
would ſuccour all under their ſeveral Neceſſities, 
Deſolations, and Oppreſſions. We plead allo for 
our Enemies, for thoſe who pla us; and 
evil of us, that God would forgive them. their 
Wickedneſs, and twuru their Hearts from it, for the 
future: For thoſe who fand and manfully reſiſt the 
Aſſaults, the Crafts, and Temptations of the Devil, 
that they may be yet more /ireng/bened; for the weak» 
-earted, and feeble-minded, hi 5 have been fome- 
times foiled, and are growing faint with the Com- 
bar, that they may be comforted and ſupported; and 
for the actually fallen, that they may be raiſed again, 
and all of us tread down Satan under our Feet. We 
make, too, our Supplications in behalf of thoſe 
who have wilfully and obſtinately erred, and thoſe 
alſo, Sir, who, with pure Intentions, like your own, 
' bave been deceived, that God would give them 
Repentance to the Acknowledgment of 5 Hm 
and bring them back into the Way of it. 
to Temporals, we pray, as We are caught to * for 
our daily Bread, tor the Preſervation of the Fruits 
of the Earth, that in due Time we may enjoy them. 
We pray, that we may be defended in all the Aſſaults 
of our Enemies, that we may not run, in the Day, 
into any kind of Danger, and be delivered from t 
Perils of the Night ;. and that we may alſo be de- 
livered trom all Sedition, Conſpiracy, = Rebellion, 
and from thoſe fearful Calamities of Pefilence and 
Fumine, Battle and * with which God _ 
2 


thus ads Few 6: coun 
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vi ts a ſinful People, and which we have too righte- 


ouſly deſerved. In reference to Spirituals, we never 
aſſemble without making an humble Confeſſion of 


all our Sins, thoſe of Omiſſion as well as of Com- 
miſſion, beſceching God to have Mercy upon us, 
to ſpare us, and reſtore us, and to give us true Re- 


Pentance that we may live hereafter à godly, rigbie. 
ous, and ſober Life.” to bis Glory. We pray that we 
may not be Jed into Temptation, and have Strength 
— refiſt it, that we may be delivered from all Blind- 


eſs and Hardneſs of Heart, and from that Contempt 
it "God's Holy Word and Commandments; which is 


now ſo prevalent and faſhionable among us. We 
Pray to be delivered from Here and Schiſin; from 
thoſe' Spiritual Sins of Envy, Hatred, Malire, Un- 


charitableneſs, Vain- glory of Temper, , Pride of 


Mind, and Hpocriſß of Heart; and from: the 
Neſply ones of Fornication, Uncleannels, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, and all other Sins of the more deadly Sort, 
which they abo do ſpall not inherit the Kingdom of 
Cod; and from thoſe alſo which molt eafily beſer 


us in the Time of our Tribulation as well as in the 
Dime of our Proſperity and Mealib. And that we 
may be OO from all theſe Sins, and enabled 


to amend our Lives according to God's Holy Merd, we 


beg of him to grant us his Holy Spirit, and to 


cleanſe our Hearts by its Inſpiraticn, to give us 
Peace of Conſcience which the Herd cannot Five, 
to give us Grace and Increaſe of Grace, to give us 
Hearts both to love and dread bim, and to incline 
them to keep each Law of the Ten Commandments. 
In regard to Eternal Things, we pray him to deliver 
us in the Hour of Death, and in the Day of Fudg- 
ment, and to grant us, in the World to came, Life ever- 
lafting. In regard to the common Supplications we 


| have been making unto him, we b=feech him to 
full the Defires and Petitions h 48 bis er 45 


r 
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regard to the Word read or preach'd, we allo 
pr beſeech him to give us Grace that we may 
hear it meekly, recerve it with pure Affection and due 
Reverence, ard bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit. 
Nor do we ever fail to bleſs and [praiſe him fer. our 
_Creation,| Preſervation, and all the Blæſings of tbis 
Life, for. the Redemption of the World. by.our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, for the Means. of. Grace, and for the 
Hopes of Glory. Theſe Things, which I have 
thrown. together with little Order and Connexion, 
omitting many others which it would have been al- 
moſt endleſs to recount; you will grant, I ſuppoſe, 
to be fit Matter for the common Prayers and Supph- 
cations; of the Church; and I now, Sir, put it to 
you, if you have ever found fo great a Variety of 
Matter in any one of your ordinary Prayers. I 
doubt, ſome half a dozen, or very tew more, of 
theſe Parciculars, ſet off with a Multiplicity | of 
Words, and, perhaps, ſome Repetitions, will he | 
ſufficient Matter for one of your Prayers. And, in- 
deed, I muſt ſay, it behoves your. Miniſters to be 
| as ſparing as they can of the Matter of their Pray- 
ers, that they may not be always: Praying for the . 
ſame Things. For a conſtant Round of the ſame 
. Things, may be, tis like, as tireſome and diſguſting 


to their Audiences, and cauſe as much Coldneſs in 


their Spirits, as @ conſtant Round of the ſame PLraſes 
and Expreſſions. 

It is one of your Pleas in favour. of extemporary, 
or conceived, Prayers, that the various Changes in 
National Affairs, as well as in thoſe of Private Per- 

ſons, can be provided for, with ſuitable Petitions, 
in them only, and not in ſer and preſcribed Forms. 
This Pretence I took notice of, and have anſwered | 
above ; and you muſt give me leave to obſerve noto, 
that it may be at ſome Times, and on certain Occa- 
ſions, more juſtly urged againſt thoſe Prayers, than, 
on 


* 
9 


Hons and Reſentments with his Prayers. But where 
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on any Occaſion, in behalf of them. Our Liturgy, 
Sir, is never in a Paſſion with the Impugnets of it, 
or any other Adverſaries of our Church, or the par- 
ticular Adverſaries and Enemies of the officiatin 
Miniſter, nor will ſuffer him to mix his private Pat. 


Men are at hherty to pray in what Manner they 
pleaſe, they will be apt (ſome of them atleaſt) and 
caſily may, inſinuate into their Prayers their own 


ſecret Grudges, or Party Quarrels. And let it 


not be faid, this is never done; your Miniſters 
are wiſer and better Men than this comes to. For, 
in the late Times of Rebellion it was much done. 


It was ben very common among them to vent 
their Fury and Party-Rage in their Prayers, as 


well as their Sermons, bitterly to inveigh againſt the 


Cburch and Monarchy, and the Friends of them, 
and * ſometimes againſt each other. This unbe- 
coming Practice may be juſtly expected to be fre- 


ent in Times of public, Diſtraction; and, at all 


Times (ſuch are the Paſſions and Indiſcretions of 


ſome Men !) when their Minds are vehemently agi- 
provoked againſt either pri- 
vate or public Enemies. 9 the late Diſputes 
among your Miniſters about ſubſcribing one of our 
Articles, and one of the Anſwers in the Aſſembly's 


Catechiſm, concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
it was alſo done, unleſs d one of your Miniſters 


wrongs his Brethren, Zou (meaning ſome of the 
Subſcribers) have often (fays he) made it your Buſi- 
neſs —— to tell Tales to God Almighty againſt us, 
and make the bittereſt Complaints to him, as if you 
thought him ſuch a one as yourſelves, and boped to 
raiſe his Reſentments againſt your Brethren to as high 
» Sce Edward?s Gargrena, Part I. p. 4. 

> See Mr. Simon Brown's Letter ty Mr. Thomas Reynolds. 
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4 Pilch as you have raiſed your own. ' And, indeed, 
| this Practice is ſo indecent and ſhameful in itſelf; 
and ſo - pernicious in its Conſequences and Effects, 
that the Impoſition of ſer Forms might be well 
eftcerned reaſonable and prudent,” if it were only 
for. the preventing or reſtraining itt. 
I muſt beg, Sir, your leave that I may briefly 
take notice of one Thing more, and I deſire it the 
rather, becauſe I am not aware it has yet been ob- 
ſerved by any of our Writers. Vou muſt be ſen- 
ſible that in all our larger Congregations, more eſpe- 
cially. thoſe in Town, as well of Non-Conformiſts 
as Conformiſts, there muſt: be many at à conſider- 
able Diſtance from the officiating Miniſter, and al. 
moſt out of hearing ; and what for Coughing," H. 
ing, and Spitting within Doots, and Noiſes from 
without, it will be impoſſible for theſe to go along 
with the Miniſter, in any Form that is ur to them, 
and till leſs, if he happens to have a weak and o 
Voice, as many of your Miniſters, and ſome, Sin, 
of your own Friends, as I am informed, have: ant 
the ſame may be ſaid of others, Who are nearet che 
Miniſter, if their Hearing = in any degree, 
Age or Diſeaſe, impaired: but à very im 
Hearing will Give bath one and Vother-to join with 
him in any Form they are well acquainted with; and 
have almoſt by heart. Nay, Sir, one who is = 
_ deaf, by means of certain Helps that may be Rad, 
may, tolerably well, accompany the Miniſter in the 
Uſe of our IL. iturgy. You know, Sir, this is the 
Caſe of 4 Ladh not far from you; and I have ſome- 
times obſerved with a Mixture of Pity and Blea- 
fure, how, by the Help of her Bible, and Common- 
Prayer Book, by obſerving the Motions and Geſtures 
of the Congregation,” 3nd the Zips of the Miniſter, 
"the has gone along with him throughout the whole 
Serrice, and have been told, ſhe is very rarely throum 
. out, 
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out, and when ſhe. is, ſoon recovers herſelf, and 
comes up again with the Congregation. Now, Sir, 
J pray tell me, what ſhould the do at one of your 
Meeungs, where ſhe. could have no other Benefit 
from your Prayers, than ſhe has now (poor Lady) 


from our Sermons.. You mult needs confeſs: all theſe 
People are fairly ours; and you ought to reſign 


them to us. Nay, you are obliged, and that in pur- 
ſuance of your own Principle, to tell them as plainly 
as you do ſome others whom you have leſs Reaſon 
to tell ſo, that they ought 10 go thither where they 


can moſt profits, and that is certainly at Church 


even ſuppoſing your Miniſters endowed with the 
Gift and Grace of Prayer in a ſupreme Degree, and 
0 be the ableſt Teachers in the World, and their 
own Panih Miniſters the moſt meanly furniſhed 
with all Paſtoral Abilities and 4 


In the next place, Sir, you ſay, Kuceling at ür 


Satrament is an Impaſition; and the Avoidance of 
Kneeling inſited upon by your Miniſters, is not leſs 


(Lay) an Inpoſition, than our enjcining it: and 


Dr. Matis himſelf, does, in effect, admit this. He 
obſerves, that, to our univerſal Reproach, there is 
ſcarce any Party. of Chriſtians but bas been too ready 
40 impoſe ſome Dotirines upon the Belief of their Pro- 
ſelytes which Chriſt has not impeſed, or to require of 
them ſome Practices, or ſome AMutinences about | 
or. Days, or Things indifferent, which Chriſt has not 


required *, ."We' have, here, not only a plain Ac- 


— that an impoſing Spirit is no pecu- 


liar and diſtinguiſhing Character of the Church af 


n and chat there | is ay opt * 8 . 


ve K. out, 
5 Humble Attempt, &e. pag. * T7 

The Diflenting Misiſtere, when, 9 * ago, N fell 
out among themſelves, charged each other with heir Im poſitions, 
as much as they do the Church, at other Times, with bers The 
Author of the Letter to Mr. Robinſon, teils kim, p- 13-1. 
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dut it (which is ſomething to my Purpoſe) but alſo 
(which is more to my Purpoſe) a Confeſſion, that 
whatever Church ſhall require an Abſtinence from, 
or an Avoidance of any thing indifferent,” is as much 
guilty of an Impoſition, as if the poſitive Pratice of 
that Thing was required. And if ſo, your Churches 
muſt be eſteemed guilty of it, in requiring an i 
aence from Kneeling; unleſs it can be ſhewn, chat 
that Geſture is not indifferent, and ſome Law of 
Chriſt, or Command in the Goſpel, can be pointed 
out, obliging to the Obſervance of any one Geſturez 
in paidcularoicss bool op onmut br Mn 1 ar 
But not content with this; you do really impoſe 
the Obſervance of one particular Ceſture upon your 
Communicants, and expect they ſhould conform to iti 
You will allow me, Sir, to bring againſt you your © 
own Directory, once more; and by that, ſiting is 
impoſed, as much as kneeling: is; by the Common 
Prayer. For thus it ſays, The Table being decently 
covered, and ſo conveniently placed, that ibe People 
may orderly it about it. And if it were not im- 
poſed by that, it is truly and properly impaſeu (as 
was ſhewn above) by the regular unvaried practiſe 
by no means agree with bim in p. 404 of bis Anſwer to Mr. et; 
that, This Spirit or Impoſition is peculiar to the Clergy called' 
High-Charch,. anlzf5 5bu will allow the Wards High-Chaurch ts be” 


applied to all Parties of Chriſtians ; for he plaink»ſtes, | that" 1h 
impoſing Spirit reigns ſes much . among Men of all . inat ions. 
And to the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks Mr. Siman Brown, p. 34. of his 
Letter to Mr. Reynolds: I have lived (ſays he) Tohg chough to be 
convinced. that Men may <orite againſt Impuſitions, with an im- 
poling Spirit, and, cry down Jmpefitions on themſelves, as an Ins: 
fringement of Chriſtian Liberty j"wwhilft they can impoſe upon others; - 
and bear them down, all the while, that they make no Breath upon 
Chriftian Liberties. In ſhort, all Men, I find: are vrry much r 
on juſtifying themſelves ; an maſt Men; rather than own a'Bluns: 
der in Practice, wil fr inthe Face of their Principles: gn el 
they have one Set of Principles to defen themſelves again! the EN. 


croathments of othert, aud a quite contrary Set to f their Eu. 
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of your Churches, by your Miniſters requiring, and 
inſiſting upon it, and refu/ing to abate ot it. If one 
ſhould prefent himſelf to 5 the Sacrament ſtand- 


ine, but, eſpecially, ſhould he preſume to offer to 


take it apon his Knees, I put it to you, Sir, whether 
you don't think he would undergo ſome cloſe Ar- 
guings, and ſevere. Expoſtulations, and be plainly 
told, that ſince he ſeemed to be contentious, you bad 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. And 


I put it to your Miniſters, whether they would, 


ſhould he continue obſtinately in that Poſture, give 
it him at all, I have indeed, reaſon to believe, 
there are ſome few in a freer and juſter way of think- 
ing concerning this, and ſome other Matters in 
Controverſy between us, and who would not ſcruple 
to give the Sacrament kneeling to one who ſhould 
earneſtly defire it; but I dare ſay, the Bulk and 
Groſs of them are as rigid as Mr. Baxter in this par- 
ticular, and would no more give it ſo than he was 
willing to do. It ſeems, there were ſome who had 
a Mind to take it of him, but kneeling. He did 
not care to give it them, in that Poſture; at which 
a certain Gentleman was ſo offended, as to become 
a great Oppoſer of his re-eſtabliſhment at Keder- 

minſter, Lk the Reſtoration, Nor would he ever. 
yield to let them receive it /o, - unleſs they would 
do it, at the fame time with others who received 
fitting. But this, belike, they ſcrupled to do; fo 
he would not give it them at all. Dr. Calamy in 
his Abridgment of the Life of Mr. Baxter (p. 296. 
24 Edit.) relates ſuch a Story of him; not, I aſſure 


Sir, with any Blame, but with evident To- 


ens of his Approbation of this Stiffneſs. Could 
ſuch a Conduct and Behaviour, and ſuch a manifeſt 
Approbation of it, have been ever expected from 
two ſuch Advocates for Condeſcenſion to ſcrupulous 


Conſciences, two ſuch Abhorrers of W as 
0 r. 
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Mr. Baxter, and Dr. Calamy were? Though, in- 
deed, with Mr. Baxter it was a common Thing 
to deftroy the Things he had before built, to be in- 
conſiſtent with himſelf, and contradict his own | 
Principles. 

And now, Sir, having — back your charge 
of Impoſition in regard to the Poſture of receiving, 
and, as I humbly conceive, made it appear, that, 
if our Church impoſes one, your Churches impoſe, 
as truly and properly another, we will conſider, if 
yau pleaſe, your great and _ pular Objections to 
that Poſture which is impoſed by us, and try if 
theſe alſo may not be ſtrongly retorted upon you. 

The Poſture, (you ſay) wherein we receive is not 
conformable to our Lord's Example in the Inſtitution 
and firſt Adminiſtration of this Sacrament, that it firſt 


grew out of the monſtrous Dottrine of Tranſubſtantit= 


ation, is, therefore, a Popiſh Ceremony, and, yet, 
| abuſed to ſerve the Purpoſes of Idolatry, and natu- 
rally tending to it. To the firſt I reply, that if it 
is not conformable to the Example of our Lord, in 
the Inſtitution, it is not neceſſary it ſhould,” unleſs 
it can be ſhewn, that he meant, in the Poſture he 
uſed at the Inſtitution, to ſet ac an Example, that 
we ſhould do, as he then did. I don't know any 
other Medium whereby this can be pretended to be 
ſhewn, beſides the Words of our Saviour, Do this. 
And do they ſhew it? Can any reaſonable Man 
believe, thoſe Words had any further reference than 
to the Rites, and Sacramental Aﬀions, wherewith 
the Inſtitution was performed, or that they are to 
be extended to the very Geſture. It may be as well 
ſuppoſed, they are to be extended to all other A- 
ceſſories, or Appendant . Circumſtances of the Inſti- 
tution, Why, Sir, do you not contend for the 
* after our Example, of anleauened 
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Bread? There being as good Proof, and, I think, 
better, that he adminiſtred with this, as that he did 


iũt in the Geſture you imagine. And how comes id 


that you hold not the neceſſity of uſing Vine mixt 
with Water? For the Preſumption of his uſing 
ſuch, at that time, is as ſtrong, as of his uſing the 
Geſture before mentioned. Why don't you plead 
for celebrating only in an upper Room, only in the 
Evening, and that too immediately after a full Meal, 
as our Lord is ſuppoſed to have adminiſtred- re- 
ſently after eating the Paſchal Feaſt ? Why do any 
of you allow of Sacraments in the Morning, and 
perhaps faſting ? Why do you ever admit more 
than can ſit at one Table, or than twelve Commu- 


nicants, the number of the Apoſtles, at one time * 


And why any Women ? For there were nor here. 
Don't you fee, Sir, to what lengths of Abſurdity 
this kind of. Reaſoning will run, and what Whimſics 
it inevitably leads to? And I wonder your People 
have not been yet led into them. What can be 
the Cauſe of their ſtopping ſhort, and not purſuing 


their Reaſoning as far as it will go, into other 


Things, the neceſſity of which may be demon- 
ſtrated, the fame way? There muſt be ſome Rea- 
fon for this; and if you will give me leave, I will 
reſume to gueſs what. I doubt, they have ſome 
Suſpicions of the Goodneſs and Solidity of this 
way of Arguing, and are, therefore, fo honeſt, as 
not to uſe it a bit farther than there is preſent Oc- 
caſion for, that is, no farther than is juſt neceſſary 
to keep up the Separation between us. 8 
But how, Sir, after all, are you more conform- 
able than we, in this particular, to our Saviour's 
Practice and Example? It is not ſo certain as you 
ſeem to fancy, that he adminiſtred, and the Diſ- 
ciples received in the ſame Poſture wherein they eat 
. : c ; — the 
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the Paſſover. It is not faid they did nor can it 
be fairly, from any Circumſtances, collected. The 


Poſture, for what we ay tell, might be changed, 
and there is ſome probability it was, becauſe, between 


the Paſſover and the Supper, the Blæſing of the Ele- 


ments, or giving of Thanks intervened ; and one would 
hardly imagine that was done in the recumbing Poſ- 
ture. But let it be ſo, and let all be ſuppoſed done in 
that Poſture (I ſhall not need, 1 preſume, to deſ- 
Cribe it to you) how can it be ſaid your Practice is 
conformable thereto? You receive ſitting 3* but 
what Agreement and Conformity, I pray, is there 
between our Lord's and your Practice? It is not 
enough to ſay, his was a Table-geſture in that 
Country, and ſo is yours in this, For if Do this 
has any reference to the Geſture, it certainly ditects 


to that particular and preciſe Geſture that was then. 


uling. And if that, in theſe” Parts of the World, 
de not a Table-Geſture, it, ſurely, ought, by Vir- 
tue of this Precept, as underſtood by you,” to be 

made ſo, at lcaſt in the Participation of this Sup- 


3 | 
"Ons Thing more upon this Head it may be pro- _ 


per to obſerve concerning your Miniſters, and their 
manner of receiving. It muſt be admitted, and, I 
ſuppoſe, will, at leaſt till the Uſes to be made of 


ſuch a Conceſſion ſhall be 2 out, that they are 
e 


as much obliged, as their People, to conform them- 
ſelves to the Geſture wherein our Lord inſtituted 
this Sacrament. Now, they, whatever others may 
think, don't allow, I ſuppoſe, that be ever changed 
his Poſture, but contend, that he kept conſtantly 
in the recumbing Poſture, during the whole time of 
the Inſtitution, even then when he was bleſſing and 
giving Thanks, To be conformable, therefore, to 
this Example, (if fitting, as they ſay, be really con- 

| forming 
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forming to it) the Miniſters, the Adminiſtrators, 
ought to ft, and that always, and never once riſe 
up from their Seats during the whole Service, But 
do they do ſo? I doubt not. However, you, Sir, 
know better than I, whether they do, or not. This 
I obſerve, Sir, in your Directory, chat i it orders the 
Communicants to it at the Table; but when it 
ſpeaks of the Miniſter by himſelf, it only orders 
that he be at the Table, when he himſelf commu- 
nicates, and diſtributes the Bread to others. From 
whence it ſhould ſeem, it was not expected, or 
however, not required as neceſſary, he ſhould be 
fitting, but that it was ſufficient, if he were only at 
or about the Table in any Way or Poſture vhatſo- 
ever. Now, Sir, will you pleaſe to inform me, 
whether your Miniſters hold themſelves obliged to 
fit always, as our Saviour, they pretend, was al-. 
ways in the recumbing Poſture, or whether they 
think they may take the liberty, ſametimes, to ſtand, 
as, particularly, at the time of their own receiving, 
(as I have been informed ſome have done) or all 
the time they are Sanifying the Elements, making 
their Exbortations to the People, or their Prayers 
and Thankſgivings unto God; and whether, in your 
larger Congregations, where the Communicants are 
fo numerous that hardly, perhaps, a tenth Part can 
fit at tbe Table (for, I preſume, you have no where 
more than one) they do not walk about the Meet- 
ing from Pew to Pew, diſtributing the Elements to 
ſuch of the Communicants as are ſitting there. And 
if they do this, whether you think there be in it any 
ſuch ſtrict Conformity to our Lord's Practice and 
Example, as you exact of us. If they ever walk 
about the Meeting from one Pew to another, with 
the Elements in their Hands, or if they only ſtand 
while they are ſtirring up the People, or DAT 
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God, maſs; according to their own way of Ar- 
guing, manifeſt Deviations from that Example. 
But if they ſtand, too, in the A of Recerving, 
the Deviation muſt be acknowledged: to be {till 
greater. 

I come no to the oth Objection tied Kneel 
ing ſet forth above, concerning the Popery thereof; 
and I aſſure you, Sir, that, in every 3 of it, 
your Friends are greatly miſtaken. As to its 
ing out of the Defrine of Tranjubſtantiation, it is a 
great deal too old, to have that Original. Nor can 

perly be called, on any other Account, a Po- 
Ceremony. It is, indeed, practiſed, and ſo is 
. — and /i/ting to, on certain Occaſions, by one 
or other, in that Church, One of their Orders, if 
Didoclavius ſay true, and, I think, he would 
hardly romance to the manifeſt Injury of his Cauſe, 
take the Sacrament, ſometimes, ' ſitting.  - And the 
ſovereign Pontiff, at certain times, takes it ſo, and 
ſtanding, at other Times; and I don't know that he 
ever takes it upon his Knees. In one Senſe, there- 
fore, they are all Popiſh Ceremonies, in another, 
neither of them. They are all Popiſb, in the Senſe 
of their being all, at ſome time, or by ſome Perſon 
or other, uſed and practiſed in that Church ; and 
none of them Popiſh, in the Senſe , of its being an 
Error, or Corruption, or an Abomination peculiar 
to it. And as to its ſerving the Purpoſes of Idola- 
try in that Church, it would be, I think, ſtrictiy 
enjoined, and greater Streſs than there appears to be 
would be laid upon it, if it really did. It is ſo far 
from being ftrily injoined, that it is nat injoinad at 
all. There is not one Canon, nor any one Rubrico, 
as rtr r nn in all i Litugies, and. 


ö c. x. p. 76 lb 5 
| Offices, 


64 A ſecond Tettir concerning le | 
Offices, injoining it, in the Act of receiving; and | 
from the Diverſity of their Practice before obſerved, - 
as well as from the Silence of their great Writers, | 
who have treated ſo largely of the Euchariſt, con- 
cerning the right Poſture in receiving, one may 
fairly conclude, they look upon the Poſture as a 
Matter of no moment. Bellarmine, Sir, I have 
turned over, Who ſeems to have taken in every | 
thing that has any relation to the Euchariſt; but he | 
has not a Syllable that I can find about — at 
the Time of receiving, no, not there, where he 
profeſſedly ſets himſelf to enumerate all the Cere- 
monies of the Maſs. I have allo conſulted the Re- 
man Catechiſm compoſed by order of the Trent 
Council, where alſo there is not a Word about it. 
And yet, in both, ſome very minute and inconſi- 
derable Matters, ſuch as communicating faſting, in 
Unleavened Bread, and Wine mix'd with a all | 
Quantity of Water, are treated of, and in one theſe 
Points are enlarged upon, and ftrenuouſly main- 
tained. . A plain Sign they make little Account of 
this Poſture, . in the Act of Receiving, and have no 
mighty Purpoſes of Idolatry to be ſcrved by it, but 
that all their Purpoſes of that Sort are thought to 
be ſufficiently anſwered by the Peoplc's falling down 

before the Hoſt, toben the little Bell rings, at the 
Elevation, or at Proceſſions. At the Time of re- 
ceiving, the Church neither preſcribes Adoration, 
nor ſeems to expect it ; at leaſt, not the Adoration 
of the Hoſt: And indeed I don't perceive that it 
looks for, at that Time, any Adoration, whether 
of God the Father of all, or of Teſus aro in 
Heaven. ; 

But ſince we are, Sir, upon ill Purpoſes to bs: 
ſerved by the Poſture of kneeling, I mult-beg leave 
to TAY you, or to put you in — of 

ä ome - 
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ome, Purpoſes, not good ones I hope ou 
har, Pires were 255 meant to. be hore: I 
fitting at the Lord's Tabſe. To. be then eyen wi 
you, I muſt tell ou, this 1 grew out of ol 
monſttous Dettrine of. Socinus, © who, wich his Fo 
lowers Wee Fi the Fra js Chr 
with an horrible Intent of throwing, Con 
apy the Divinity of 1 7 For looking 
upon him as à mare 9 if minded, it 
ſeems, to ſit down with, him, as heir 1 
his Table; upon which account, fitting at 0 
Table was cond emned in very ſevere Terms, as in. 
decent, COTS 10 ious, and againſt the Cuſ- 
tom of all the. refarme 5 rches, ry either 12 
or kneeling was {BT in two oh Synods. 
1 one 1 reſtleſs . vqurs ho have 
been to propagate og gci niani ſin 
my lately nk both of th them Hereſies in of 
tion to the Godhead of our Lord, and the Dit: 
| . ip" too many in the Nation 70 fall in wi 
them, and, at the ſame. time, the upiverlal- Ab- 
nce and Deteſtation that Bead read · Worſhip is in 
among us, one may eafily ſee worſe Conſequences 
are likely to follow from the way" of Jitting, than 
from the 1 2 352 1 22 20 
Since we are upon the Subject of Geſtures, _ it 
would not, methinks, be ami to make a ſhort 
-Digreltion' (if indeed it be a Digreſhion) concerning 
your not kneeling at public Prayer, any more than 
at the Sacrament, Standing at Prayer, in all ſepa- 
rate Congregations, is a Poſture ſe- univerſal, — 
leſs ſome fit) ſo much coyntenanced,; and; on all Oæ- 
caſions juſtified in the People, that it ſeems to 4- 
mount to little les than an Impofitian.” One cannot, 
indeed, much wonder, that the grnerality of your 


People ſhould fall into it. Many do fo, in our 
K Churches, 
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Churches, where they are taugh t better. SY 
confeſſedly à Poſture Bom la more decent th 
tting — Pray er; and therefore a Poſture gpl 
they va 12 ages they can recoſcile ſome fort o 
rnal Regard to the Duty oy they ur about, with 
Their own Eile and Indolence. But that your Peo- 
ple ſhould univerſally, the mpſt ſerious WA 1 1 
as well as others, fall into it, is ſur Ra 
can be accounted for no pth . 12 — 
Countenance and Nane ge N 15. 8 given 19 - 
by your Miniſters, _ 1 — A Te fed 
and remonſtrati inſt it, fay all they can t 
Hate and e The h humble Poſture of 221 
ing Nature itſelf ſo plainly dictates, and ſo power- 
fully prompts us to, that'a Man, if he were left 
to himſelf, whenever he ſpreads his Sins and Sor- 
rows before God, or makes his . ＋ to 
him,” will hardly do it in any other. Body, 
by fuch Octhbons! almoft in ee Uh wit 
125 the actual Volition of the Mind, falls deten 
14 55 the Lord its Maker, and ſcarce ever we to 
EE ſo, bur when ſame offefted Refiraint is laid d up- 
on it; | 
Tour Friend, Sir, Dr. Watts," has RI? the 
Whole Doctrine and Theory of Prayer conforthable 
to the Sentiments and Practices of Diſſenters; and 
he givides'it into no leſs than eight ſeveral Parts, 
to wit, Invocation, Adoration, Confeſſion of Sin, 
Petition, Pleading with God, Self- Deaication to Bim, 
, and Bai mg of Him.” Now, i is, caly 


The Rev. Mr. Samuel W:fley, who was ee amotg g 
the Diſſenters, and afterwards conformed, declared, that afl 
the Time he was among the Diſſenters, he could not ſay he 
** heard one Sermon for external Worſhip, or Decenq 9 of- Ae. 
'** Baviour in God's Service.” See his Reply to Mr. Palmer's 
r Sc. 3 *. 145. A 
do 


-, * 
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* that Pmyer, or ſpeaking to God, cannot 
properly be done all theſe ways, in any one Geſture, 
which, . nevertheleſs, is unavoidable, as SET Mini: 
ſters order the Matter, by blending 
them all promiſcuoully together, in one — — | 
continued Pray er. But if che whole zuiſt be done 
in one r Geſture, ſure it ſhould rather 
be that which ſuits. the far greater Part, as kneek 
ing evidently does, eſpecially; too, when that is 
much more expreſſive of our profound Reverence 
for God and a ſtronger Teſtification, in the Face of 
the World, of the entire Subjection of our Souls to 
him. I I mi ight be permitted to be ſo free, as to 
ſuggeſt to theſe Gentlemen one Thought, methinks, 
I would recommend it to their Conſideration, 
whether, ſince they have, generally, à Prayer after 
Sermon, as well as before, it would not be beſt, at 
one of thoſe times, to uſe ſuch of theſe kinds of 
Prayer as ſeem to require kneeling, reſerving for the 
other ſuch forts of it as may be performed, not im- 
properly, in the Sanding Poſture, and then ſtand 
forth, and honeſtly tell hes People, it would become 
them to compoſe themſelves. to thoſe Geſtures, ac- 
cordingly. Such a Difference and Propriety of Be- 
haviour would not, I hope, marr your Worſhip, 
but greatly improve, and add a natural Splendar 
and Beauty to it. But alas, Sir, I ſpeak in yain. 
Kneeling, though it be in Confeſſion, or when you 
are under an uncommon, Senſe of Guilt, on account 
(for example) of National Sins or Calamities, and 
when Profration itſclf, it that would be convenient 
in a public and mixt Aſſembly, would not be impro- 
per, is never practiſed. And ſhould any one, even 
2 Sir, preſume to do it, I am pretty confident 
the reſt would not be pleaſed with you. Not pleaſed, 
did I fay ? they would certainly cenſure and con- 


2 demn 


68 4 ' ſecond Letter concerning the 


periority of your: 
that know you, 
from the 2 of a moſt thous and 2 Su- 
#ition. Neither is this a groundleſs and 'unrea- 
ſohable Suggeſtion. For one conſiderable Congre- 
gation of Diſſenters I can name, whereof there is 


Member, who rightly judges it as fit to kneel at 


her Public, as at her Private; or Family Prayer, 
and practiſes accordingly, but to the great Scandal 
of the Congregation, who almoſt wiſh ſhe would 
go over to the Church, rather than continue amon 

them to be the Occaſion of ſo great and general O 

fence, This mighty Averſeneſs to- "Kneeling at picblic 
Prayer, when you always practiſe it in private 
may appear to ſome perfectly Whimſical: But I. 
who pretend to have ſtudied you ſomewhat more 
than every Body has, am: ſatisfied, there is a ſub- 


ſtantial Reaſon for it. It is plainly, Sir, a politic 


Avoidance of too much Symbolizing with the Church 
of England As we kneel at Church,” you muſt nor 


do it at Meeting. And if ſtanding had been a 


Charch Impaſition, and the general approved way 
of our Religious Aſſemblies, you, no doubt, would 
have taken to Kneeling, and been well pleaſed, as 
you would have had reaſon, that the fitteſt and 
moſt ſuitable Poſture had been et for you. It is 
thought expedient, that your Worſhip ſhould have 
'a Face different from ours, tho? it be much worſe, 
that ſo it may allure and draw in thoſe, to whoſe 
Taſte or Humour the external Order of the Church 

is not ſo well ſuited. 
And as the total Diſuſe of Kneeling at your pub- 
lic Prayer is a likely means to draw in ſome” of our 
People, who have no Reliſh at all of ſuch a Cere- 
mony ( ee from an aut ward rale Baſhfulneſs, 
k or 
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or 2 ſome ſecret Conſciouſneſa, that they want 


that inward mental Devotion which this Geſture 


expreſſes, and makes Profeſſion of, ſo it helps o 
keep thoſe who have been always with you in 4 
greater Indiſpoſition for Conformity. By never hav- 
"br been, . themſelves, upon their Knees, in their 

lic Aſſemblies, they contract an Unaptneſs for 
and a kind of Ayerfion to it; and never ſee- 
ing it done by others, no, not by thoſe who are 


- accounted among you the moſt devout, nor hear. 


ing it recommended by your Miniſters, they pre- 
ſently conclude there muſt be, for certain, ſome. 
thing that is bad, and, in all likelihood (for tis a 
mighty Word with them, though they know not 


what it means) ſome Superſtition 1 in it. Hence that 


lothneſs to go, even occaſionally, to our Churches, 
Where they muſt either kneel, or appear ſingular: 

The former they know not how to bring them- 
ſelves to, nor do they mightily {#e the latter; 

Whereas, had they been trained up and accuſtomed 
to fall down upon their Knees, at their own public 
Prayer, they would have been apt to do the ſame, 
when they appear, occaſionally, at ours. This 
would lead them, almoſt unavoidably, to join in 
our Prayers; and then the king them, with great 
Probability, would follow. This, 1 doubt, is the 
Danger apprehended, and to be guarded againſt; 
and really Sir, I mult tell you, and you cannot but 
own, it does not look well, but has a ſcurvy, Ap- 
| Þearance, to let your Worſhip be rather debaſed, 
than run any Hazard of leſſening the Number of 
your Worſhippers. 

One may gueſs, and, indeed, eaſily believe, you 
have another Realon for this Conduct. If you 
were to be taught, and come to think, it was fit 
end rigbi . to kneel at your Prayers, you would { 4 


— ——— — — — 
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fall into an Opinion, that it could not be «prong to 
krieel at the Sarrament, Prayer being, not only be- 
fore and after, but during the Time, and in the Af 
/ Reteiving, the moſt proper Buſineſs and Exerciſe 
of the Mind you can be employed in. And there- 
fore you act, 1 muſt needs fay, very conſifently and 
wich, in thus making light, arid extenuating the. 
Propriety of kneeling in all public Prayer, if you 
are really determined not to own the Propriety, or 
to admit the Uſe of it, in the Lord's Supper. __. 
As to the Propriety of kneeling in public Prayer, 
the worthy Perſon laſt mentioned ſeems to me in ar 
odd Way of Thinking touching that Matter. Speak- 
ing of the Geſtures proper for Prayer, and for tac 
Sort and Occaſion of it, No Poſture of the Bo 
(ſays he) is unfit for ſhort Ejaculations, and our 
Souls may go out towards God, while we lie on our 
Beds, fit at our Tables, or are taking our Reſt, in 
any Method of Refreſhment. And when we ſay 
Grace after eating alone, there is no Neceſſity of 
Ti/ing always from our Seat ; but the Cuſtom of 
ſtanding up is more Decent and Honourable, when we 
eat in Company. In Family Prayer, which is yet 
a more ſolemn Petformance, he takes it for granted, 
that all kneel; and indeed all Diſſenters who keep 
Family Worſhip, ſo far as I am informed, do. 
All this, now, is perfectly right; here is a Juſt 
Gradation in the outward Expreſſions of Adoration, 
proportioned to the Occaſion, and to the leis or 
greater Solemnity thereof. And who, now, would 
expect that public Prayer ſhould be performed in a 
leſs honourable, a leſs reverend and devout. Poſture, 
than that of the Family? And yet ſo it is, I do 
aflure you. For ſpeaking of public Prayer, the 
Worſhip of God in the great Congregation, he 
comes back again to ſtanding, and thinks it not unfit 


for 
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or this Worſhip. However he owns, the kneeling 
ofture, which he 7 the Tight of Nature 


. 


Fiſell; as well as the Rule of Scripture ſeems ta difiate 
and Trad us to, and has been, accordingly, pratliſed 
in, all. Ages, and in all Nations, even «phere the 
Light of Scripture, never ſbined, would certainly. be 
4 moſt agreeable Poſture for the Worſhip of 
Hullic Ajemblies, if i. might Ze had "with Convue- 
*mency. Pray, mind it, Sir; it is but @, not the 
moſt agrecable Poſture for public Worſhip; one, as 
it ſhould Fee of the moſt agreeable, but not the 
molt agrccable All. And, yet, one would rhink, 
it wut be, the most agreeable of all, if it be: difiated 
&y Nature, inforced by Scripture, and recommended 
by the, Prafice of all Ages and Nations, as it cet 
tainly is, and be confeſſes it to be. . 
50 It will not be denied, that 5 is a Poſture 
that may properly be uſed in Divine Worſhip, and 
ſometimes in the very Act of Prayer. But, of Met, 
it is no worſhipping, Poſture, and only the Motions, 
Actions, Geſtures with which it is accompanied 
make it to be ſuch, It will be alſo owned, there 
many Inſtances in Scripture of -the People of God, 


or of holy Men among them, Standing in Prayer; 
f ang to U NARS of them - Gre a 
and as Mr, Beyſe, in particular, has dane, is to lit- 
tle purpoſe, unleſs it _ farther ſhewn, 8 
_ vere Inſtances of ſuch, Himple, mere ag 2A 18 
commonly practiſed in your Congregations. When 
 Abrabam ſtood before the Lord, Gen, xvui.. 23. 
| 550 his Prayer and Supplication to him, when the 
Teviſes tood up, Neb. ix. 4. in Prayer and Con- 
feſſion, and other cus (as they often did, tis ap- 
. knowledged) praycd Panding, as the Pbariſee and 
Putlican, who went up to the Temple to pray, are 
repreſented to do, it is not to bs thought, that 2 
954 on 


2 
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only Hood, and; uſe! no bodily Expreſſions of Ado 
ration. Nay, it is particularly remark'd concernin 


the Publican, - that the outward Expreſſions of his 


Humility and Devotion were very Strong and Vehe- 
ment. Or when the primitive Chriſtians ſtood at 
Prayer, as every Body knows they did, on the 
Lord's Day, and at all Times between Ealer and 
 Whitſuntide, can we imagine they did not more than 
barely keep upon their Feet, in a ſteddy and compoſed 
Poſture, or that they fudioufly and eveni' ſeripulouſly 
refrained from all fuch Geſtures as were 2 
or by generaliy received Uſe, expreſſive of their 
votion? No, ſurely; that was not the Way of t. 
Church of God, in thoſe Ages. They pray'd with 
Hands ſpread, and Eyes lifred u eaven. 
Tlluc ſuſpicientes Chriftiani * (lays 3 55 Ma- 


nibus expanſis, quia innocuis, Capite nude, quia nen 


erubeſcimus, — oramus — There was then, in their 
Religious Aſſemblies, not only a greater Deceticy and 
Compoſedneſs of Behaviour, but ſtronger outward 

reſſions and Demonſtrations of the devout Aﬀec- 
tions of their Hearts, than are to be ſeen even in 
our NN Their Behaviour at Church was 
truly One may, indeed, be edified with 
ſeeing a - 80 ſtanding at their Prayers, if, 
_ at the ſame Time, one could fee, all over it, ſuch 


an outward Behaviour, as could be properly called 


Monſbipping: But it would be to me little Edifica- 
tion (1 1 needs confeſs) to behold them, akhough 
with proper Gravity and Compoſedneſs of Counte- 
nance, indolently leaning upon their Pews, with 

rhaps, Hands laofely hanging 'down, Eyes, in- 

ſtead of elevated and lifted up to Heaven, eicher 
int or elſe fix d upon the Ground, or on the 


Aeg, ©. 30. 


Face 
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Face of the Miniſter, as you well know, the gene- 
ral manner (I ſpeak it without Scorn) of your Con- 
ations is: Inſomuch that I am confident, any | 
er; who ſhould be quite a; Stranger to our 
— , were, he to enter in time of Prayers 

take it for Ser mon- time, and little think 
thoſe People were addreſſing themſelves to God, but 
only liſtening to one who was addreſſing himſelf to 
them. And this, I think, evidently ſhews, that 
ſtanding, conſidered {imply in itſelf, is hot an ado; 
ring Poſture, and much leſs to be preferr'd to the 


_ Une | and honourable. one Lam, contending. 


If this were not fo, and thoſe Gentlemen who 
take it upon them to juſtify the ſtanding Poſture at 
all times of public Prayer, were not a little conſcious 
thereof, what need had there been to make an ex- 
cuſe for nt kneeling, to wit, the want of Conveniency 
for it ? This want of Conveniency for kneeling is 
pleaded by Mr. Beyſe; and the * good Dofor. pleads 
the ſame in the Paſſage above quoted, and in other 
Places takes care to put us in Mind of it. But 
what ſort of Convenirney would they have! Have 
they not as good as our Lord had in the Garden, or 
S Paul upon the Sea Shore? And if the want a 
Conveniency for Kneeling with more eaſe, ies may 
accommodate themſelves for a Trifle. Or do they 
want room ? As to your Miniſters, Sir, are they ſo 

thronged ? Do the People intrude into their Pulpite, 

and not give them room to fall down upon their 
Knees, no, not then, when they. are pouring out 
their Souls before God confeſſing their Sins, and 
the Sins of their People, and ſupplicating for Mer- 


« Remarks on the Biſhop of Der+y's Diſcourſe, concerning the 
Inrentions of Men in the Worſhip of God, p. 174. 
» Guide to Prayer, p. 78. 
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74 A ſecond Letter concerning the. 
cy, on the moſt ſolemn Oceaſions of Hiithiliarion Þ 


And are a// your Meetings ſo full, that you, Sir, of 


the Laity can but juſt ſtand u upright by one another? 
Are you, one and all, ſo pent, as not to be able to 
bow a Knee unto che Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ? The whole Church; Sir, ſees/it is otherwiſe, 
and that not only you, but many others in every 
Congregation, it may be, of much leſs Conſidera- 
tion than yourſelf, are not ſo incommoded as this 
comes to, arid have Conveniency enough for Knee 
ling, if you were minded to make uſe of it. And 
ſuch as have not, may find it alas, in all, or in 
fome or other of our Churches, We have been-of- 
ten told, in excuſe for your "Separation, © the 
Churches were ſo full, that you were forced to ſet 
up ſeparate Aﬀemblics, or great Numbers muſt be 
A any publick Worship. But now, it ſcefnss, 
the Caſe is altered; the Meetings are fuller, and 
more crouded than the Churches. If fo, it is high 

time, (in your oten way of Reaſoning) 4 come back 


again, and return to the Church whenee you went. 


Was there ever ſuch an Excuſe as this? I 
ſhould ſmil᷑ to myſelf to ſee” ſome others,” but I am 
really concerned to find ſuch a Man as Dr. Watts 
takmg up with this pititul Pretence ſor à Practice, 
which is plainly maintained for other Reaſons: 'A 

1 can't forbear making upon it this melancholy Re- 
flection, — How great and prevailing is the Influence 
of Party- Attachments! And bow mighty be Power 
of Prejudice, ſometimes witÞout benz felt, 2er hon 


devout and excellent Minds 

hope, Sir, now you will ceaſe blaming FRY in 
your Thoughts, as I know you have been doing, 
tor my Temerity, in thus diſturbing the Writings 
of a Gentleman of ſo great Name, and eſtabliſhed 


Impar 


r 
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spar congreſſus Achill. 
But, by this time, J hope you are Hätisfiecl, Be, like 
that Hero, is vulnerable, in une Purt, and that 1 
have been fortunate enough to hit it. If he is ever 


© peak, it is therr, and there, I think, he is aodjy, 


where he is arguing and ſettling Points between Jan 
and . But as he ſtands, deſervedly, fo high in 
your Favour and Eſteem, I will no longer teaze you 


with his Slips and Overſights. And indeed, I fancy 


you are, ere this, pretty well tired with the tedious 
length of this Epiſtle, if not alſo with ſome” other 
Properties thereof, even worſe, and more ini 


portable than that. I will, therefore, here break off, 


and-relieve your Patience, for the preſent. But y 
may expect to heat once more, and that perhaps . 
before it be long, fromnum 
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